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Ecuadorean president held at base 

pi^ASy 11- ’ Ecoa( ? or W - Ecuadorean President Leon 
JSlS5™2P was seized at an air force base dose to this port 
a which wounded eight people, 

— said - Radio Sucre said the president was seized 
^o^afteranriving at the airbase of Taunt, 25 kilometres south 

™ ■ nihtBiy award. The radio said eight 

people were wounded when an unidentified person openedmc 
wto a machine-gun during die award ceremony. It said Febres 
right-winger who has ruled Ecuador since 
^gust 1984, dived to the floor and apparently escaped injury, 
y ghve no details of what happened after the attack but 

said the presdentwas apparently being held at the base. 



JPA to sue media for defamation 

AMMAN (J.T.J — The Jordan Pharmaceutical Association's 
(JPA) fifth genera] assembly, on Friday, decided in principle to 
file a law suit against any local newspaper or news agency that 
officially carries any report defaming the pharmacists profession. 
The association's decision came in response to a news item 
transmitted recently by the Joidan News Agency. Petra, and 
which was carried by the local dailies. The report mentioned 
names of pharmacists referred to the disciplinary council for 
violating the profession's codes. The JPA president, Mr. Ghaleb 
AJ Sabarmi, told the meeting that one of the articles in the 
association's law bans the publication of any news item that 
exposes the profession, and violating pharmacists could be 
referred to the disciplinary council. 
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Regent condoles 
Ghasseb family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassao, 
foe Regent, Friday attended the 
funeral of the late A tall ah 
Ghasseb, a retired army major 
general, and offered condolences 
to his family. Also attending the 
funeral were Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ibu Zaid and Chief of 
Staff Fathi Abu Taleb. 


a! ^h siifc gunmen fire 

at Romanian envoy 






J 



BEIRUT (R) — Gunmen opened 
fire Friday on the car of the 
Romanian ambassador to 
Lebanon on the load to Beirut 
airport in Musbim-oontrolled west 
Beirut, police said. They said it 
was not clear whether the gunmen 
were trying to kidnap or kill the 
envoy, FTorea Chim, who escaped 
unhurt. The airport road passes 
through mainly Shiite southern 
suburbs near the Bourj AJ 
Barajneh refugee camp where the 
Shi 1 he Amal mili tia has been 
battling Palestinian commandos. 

Kuwaiti official 
welcomes U.N. 
force in Gulf 


KUWAIT (R) - The head of 
Kuwait's oQ fleet, which now runs 
a gauntlet of Iranian missile fire in 
the Gulf, has condemned attacks, 
on civilian ships as cowardly and 
vowed to keep die country’s oil 
lifeline open. Abdul Fatah A1 
Badr, chairman of the 
state-owned Kuwait Oil Tanker 
Company (KOTC), also told 
Renters he would welcome a UN. 
naval peaoekeepmg-foroe.ih the 
waterway. 

Israel requests 
$3b in U.S. aid 

TEL AVIV (R) - Israel Friday 
asked the United States for S3 
billion in aid in the next fiscal year, 
Israel Radio reported. It said 
Finance Minister Mo she Nissim 
submitted the request ata meeting 
with US. Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering, asking for SI 2 billion 
in economic support and SI 5 
bflfion in militaiy aid. 

U.S., Soviets discuss 
format of arms talks 

GENEVA (R) — US. and Soviet 
negotiators met informally in 
groups here Friday to discuss the 
patter of future meetings in 
resumed talks cm curbing nuclear 
and space arms, officials on both 
sides said. A US. official said the 
delegates to the Geneva aims 
tai fos discussed “any possible 
restructuring of the kind of 
meetings, the format and thatsort 
of thin^’ but gave no details. 

Chad reports Libyan 
raids in north 

ABIDJAN (R) — Libya’s air 
force resumed bombing raids in 
northern Chad Friday morning, 
attacking the towns of Fada. Wour 
and Zouar, official Chad Radio 
reported. The radk) .monitored in 
Abidjan, said a small gnf was 
lrillwH and two women seriously 
wounded in the attack on the 
north rft gtiprn oasis town of Fada, 
w hich Chad says it captured from 



INSIDE 


Islamic Jihad threatens 
Kuwait, page 2 
Tree planting season 
under way after Arbor 
Day celebrations, page 3 
The Iran-Iraq war: The 
dreams and the reality, 
page 4 

Scattered notes- for 
scattered times by 
MaiwanMuasher,page5 
Navratilova, 
MandHkova advance. in- 
Australian Open, page 6 
Wall Street extends 
boom, page 7 
Kabul peace moves get 
cool reception in 
Pakistan, page 8 


King urges active Italian 
role in Mideast peace 

Italy looks favourably on Jordan’s development plan 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
with agency dispatches 

ROME — His Majesty King Hussein said 
Friday that Jordan looked forward to Italy’s 
active role in the effort to contain the 
negative impact of economic problems in the 
Middle East, and help achieve peace and 
stability in the region. 


In a speech at a launch eon 
hosted by Italian Premier Bettino 
Craxi. the King praised Italy’s 
initiatives within the European 
Community towards achieving 
peace in die area. 

The King later held a round of 
official talks with the I talian 
premier daring which they 
discussed Jordan's five-year 
development plan for the 
occupied Arab territories and 
bilateral relations. 

The meeting was attended by. 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ibn Al Hussein and 


Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. 

Mr. Craxi told reporters after 
the meeting that Italy looked 
favonrably on Jordan's 
development plan for the 
occupied territories, “which is not 
Dying m any way to represent a 
poUti^- institutional solution to 
die problems ofthe region." 

Mr. Craxi sard Italy saw the 
project as a humanitarian 
initiative for which it could 
provide technical as well as 
financial help. He said Rome 
could participate both by 
financing and by taking 


responsibility for parts of the 
scheme. 

Chief of the Royal Court 
Maiwan Qasem, Armed Forces 
Go mmander-in -Chief Gen. Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker and Foreign 
Minister Taher Masri held 
separate talks with Italian Foreign 
Minister Julio Andreotti and 
Defence Minister Giovanni 
Spadolini. 

Italy had already expressed 
support for plans by Jordan to 
develop the economy of the 
Israeli-occupied territories with 
an injection of foreign aid. 

Italian President Francesco 
Cosslga told the King at a dinner 
on Thursday night that Italy saw 
the billion-dollar development 
plan to develop the area “with 
positive favour." 

The King, who arrived in Rome 
for a three-day state visit on 
Thursday, had earlier spent 90 
minutes with Mr. Gossiga in which 
he gave a detailed analysis of the 
latest developments in the Middle 
East and outlined the 
development plan. 


Official sources quoted by 
Reuter said Mr. Cossiga, who 
applauded the King's 
commitment to the peace process, 
told him that Italy was ready to 
support his initiative. 

Mr. Craxi had said earlier this 
week that Italy was willing to 
support any plan likely to bring 
peace. “And when I speak of 
support, I refer not only to 
political but also economic 
support." he told reporters. 

Italian Foreign Minister Julio 
Andreotti said in a television 
interview recorded Friday that the 
King's plan for the West Bank 
seemed a good one. 

“We do not believe that it 
weakens the Palestinian cause, 
rather it helps it," he said. But he 
added: “The aid dan does not 
substitute for a political solution 
of the Palestinian problem, which 
must be given maximum 
prominence and priority because, 
until the problem of the 
Palestinian people is solved, the 

(Continued on page 4) 


Israel proposes six-month trial 
ceasefire; Lebanon dismisses offer 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
—Israel has proposed a six-month 
ceasefire in South Lebanon to 


pave the way for a permanent 
peace,. ... .. . 

Ambassa dor Johanan Bern, 
Israel's deputy chief U.N. 
delegate, told the UN. Security 
Council that his government was 
ready to consider eliminating a 
security zone it has maintained for 
neaztyzuie years on the Lebanese 
side of the border. 

Each phase of the withdrawal, 
he said, would involve a trial 
period. 

But Lebanese Ambassador 
Rachid Fakboury dismissed the 
proposal as a “mere red herring 
devoid of any seriousness." He 
demanded that Israel obey past 
Security Council resolutions 
calling for the withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from Lebanon. 

Israel, which invaded Lebanon 
in 1978 and again in 1982, 
withdrew the bulk of its second 
invasion force in June 1985, bat 


retained a contingent in the buffer 
zone inside Lebanon north of the 
Israeli frontier. Within that strip, 
Israel is supporting a largely 
Falangisj .. militia,, jhe South 
Lebanon Army (SLA). ~ * 

Bern told the Security Council 
that Israel was “willing to 
negotiate and cooperate with the 
government of Lebanon or any 
other credible partner." 

“Israel proposes that the efforts 
directed towards a solution be 
based on the acceptance of the 
principles of trial periods and a 
stage-by-stage approach 
beginning with an immediate and 
total ceasefire in the entire area 
for a period of at least six 
months." 

He said a permanent solution 
could then be negotiated based on 
Security Council Resolutions 242 
and 338. 

.The resolutions, respectively 
adopted after the 1967 and 1973 
Middle East wars, call for an 


Israeli withdrawal from occupied 
Arab territories while affirming 
Israer s rigta t to exist within secure 
borders. 

The Israeli delegate spoke after 
the Security Council, in its first 
meeting of 1987, voted 
unanimously to extend the 
beleaguered 5,600-man. U.N. 
peacekeeping for ce in South 
Lebanon (UNIFIL) for another 
half year. 

■ The 15-0 vote came amid 
growing concern by troop 
contributors and council members 
over attacks on the peacekeepers 
by Israeli forces and various 
Lebanese militias. 

Irish Ambassador Robert 
McDonaugh, whose country 
supplies a 700-man contingent to 
the force, deplored as a 
“particularly irresponsible act” 
the killing last weekend of an Irish 
soldier Whose position was hit by a 
round fired by an Israeli tank. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Shamir 
under fire 
for hinting 
at flexibility 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir' 
came under fire from right-wing 
politicians and militant Jewish 
settlers Friday for hinting that his 
refusal to yield any occupied Arab 


land might be negotii 

In a Reuter interview Thursday 
about the prospects for peace 
talks, Mr. Shamir said: “Nobody 
wifi expect me to say now what wifi 
be my position when we meet” 
Asked if his recently stated 
refusal to trade land for peace was 
necessarily his last word, he said: 
*‘I will not say it.” 

Daniella Weiss, spokeswoman 
for the extremist Gush Earonim 


■(bloc of the faithful) Movement of 
settlers in the occupied West Bank 
ami Gaza Strip, told state radio: 
“Shamir should be more decisive 
in his refusal to give up 
territories.” 

She said the comments by Mr. 
Shamir, who leads the 
right-of-centre Likud Bloc, “set 
off a red - light regarding his 
position and those of foe Likud on 
thisissue” 

Mr. Shamir’s spokesman, Avi 
Pazner, told Israeli reporters the 
prime maltster's remarks did not 
indicate he had changed his 
position. 

Geula Cohen, a member of 
p arliamen t for the right-wing 
Tehiya Party, which advocates the 
annexation by Israel of the West 
Rant and Gaza, said: ‘The denial 

is not clear enough and we should 
ex plain hims elf." 

In the mterview, Mr. Shamir 
stressed the need for direct tal ks 
with Arab states rather than the 

'. (Contkured on page 3) 


Arab youth continue 
attacks in West Bank 


TEL AVIV (AP) —Israeli troops 
have dispersed attacking 
Palestinian youths who threw 
stones at an anny observation post 
in the occupied West Bank, Israeli 
army radio reported. 

The report said the clash 
occurred m the Balata refugee 
ramp offthe outskirts of the city of 
Nablus, during which the 
Palestinians unfurled the 
Palestinian flag. 

In other incidents Thursday in 


the West Bank, Palestinians threw 
stones at an Israeli government 
education office and at an Israeli 
bus, the radio said. 

On Wednesday an Israeli man . 
was injured when his car was, 
stoned m the West Bank. 

Meanwhile Israel’s health 
minister on Thursday called on 
Palestinians in the occupied Gaza 
Strip to start administering 
themselves as she dedicated a new 
hospital facility. 


Rabat: Some states trying 
to sabotage OIC summit 


RABAT (R) — Morocco has 
accused certain states of Dying to 
sabotage the Islamic summit 
conference due to open in Kuwait 
on Jan. 26, the Moroccan news 
agency MAP reported Friday. 

It said Mohammad Tazi, 
director of Arab and Islamic 
affairs at the Foreign Ministry, 
told Islamic diplomats that some 
states “aimed to sabotage die 
meeting and divert it from 
essential problems concerning all 
Muslims.” 

- He singled out Syria, saying that 
the role of Damascus in Arab and 
Islamic affairs had become 
“suspect” • 

Syria broke relations with 
Morocco last July when 
Hassan held talks with then] 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres. 

Mr. Tazi said Morocco would 
attend the summit, the fifth to be 
held by the Organisation of 
Islamk03nfeionoe(OIC) t butdid 
not say at that level it would’ 
represented. 

King Hassan is current OIC 
chairman, having presided at the 
last summit held in Casablanca in 
January 1984. 

Mr. Tarn “deplored that the 


spirit of Islamic solidarity is not 
shared by all members of the 
organisation since one or two of 
them are striving to hinder it by 
brin g in g up questions which are 
unrelated to the organisation 
the agency said. 

In Belgrade, Yugoslavia, 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar VeJayati Friday confirmed 
Iran will not attend the Islamic. 

s ummit, 

Mr. Velayati, on a visit to 
Yugoslavia, told a news, 
conference Iran would shun die 
OIC summit in Kuwait because of 
the venue. _ 

“Kuwait is extending unlimited- 
mifitary and other support to Iraqi 
aggressors (in the Gulf war),” Mr. 
VeJayati said. 

Kuwait has reaffirmed its hope 
that Inm will attend an Islamic 
s ummit, the Kuwait News Agency 
KUNA said Thursday. 

KUNA said Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah 
seat a message to Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
Thursday briefing him on 
preparations for the three-day 
talks and saying Tehran's 
participation would be welcome. 


Khatib 
returns 
after talks 
on ending 
‘camps waf 

RAMTHA (Agencies) — 
Information Minister Mohammad 
Al Khatib returned home on 
Friday after representing Jordan 
in contacts made in Beirut and 
Damascus by a seven-man Arab 
League committee to end the 
“camps war" in Lebanon. 

Dining his stay in Damascus 
Mr. Khatib also met with his 
Syrian counterpart Yasin Rajjoub 
and discussed with him means of 
strengthen in g information and 
media cooperation between the 
two countries. 

Mr. Khatib was seen off upon 
his departure from Damascus by 
Mr. Rajjouh, senior ministry 
officials and Jordanian 
ambassador in Damascus. 

Mr. Khatib said Thursday, 
Jordan’s relations with Syria are - 
very good, and political 
coordination between the 
leaderships of the two countries 
are contmuing for the sake of 
serving the interests of the Arab 
Nation. 

The minister was speaking after 
a meeting with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad during his stay in 
Damascus. 

“I conveyed to the Syrian leader 
greetings from His Majesty King 
Hussein, and was asked to convey 
the Syrian President’s greetings to 
the King," the m mister said in a 
statement to newspapers in 
Damascus. 

He said that contacts between 
Syria and Joidan are con tinuing at 
the higjhest level for the sake of 
promoting bilateral relations 
further .and coordinating 
(Continued on page 4) 


Iraqi forces repel 2-pronged 
offensive; raid Iranian towns 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraqi 
forces Friday stalled a 
two-pronged Iranian offensive on 
battlefields 450 kilometres apart 
as both sides in the Gulf war 
reported continued fierce fighting 
and mounting casualties. 

An Iranian surface-to-surface 
missile, the fourth to hit Baghdad 
in a week, killed or wounded 
several people Friday and Iraqi 
warplanes raided Iranian towns. 

As with previous missile strikes 
os the Iraqi capital, a mOitaiy 
spokesman gave no figure for 
casualties but said the attack 
damaged houses and shops. 

Residents saw ambulances and 
fire trucks rushing to the scene of 
the blast, which sent up huge 
clouds of smoke and dust and was 
heard over a 15 -kilometre radius 
of the city. 

Iraqi warplanes again raided the 
Iranian towns of Hamad an and 
Qom Friday, the spokesman said. 
Ten planes also hit the west 
Iranian town of 
Islamabad -e-Gharb turn ing it to 
rubble." 

The spokesman said several 
bridges were knocked out in 
Ha mad an and the jets “rained 
Qom with a hail of bombs" which 
found their targets. 

Fighter bombers also a tracked a 
railway station at the town of 
Arak, 240 kilometres south west 
of Tehran, which the spokesman 
said was used to ferry troops to the 
war front. 

Iraqi warplanes “accurately and 
effectively” hit a large naval 
target, Baghdad's term for an ofl 
tanker or merchant ship, off the 
Iranian coast at 1145 GMT, a 
spokesman said. 

It was foe fifth attack on Gulf 
shippmg dammed by Iraq in a 
week. 

Ltaqi Information MmisterLatxf 
Nassif Al Jassem told the official 
Iraqi News Agency INA that Iran 
was issuing false statements 
cerate ming“ illusion ary figures” of 
| Iraqi losses. 

. He said this was the result of 
heavy losses suffered by the 
Iranians in fighting east of Basra 
and because their plan to occupy 
the southern city of Basra had 
failed. 

Baghdad communiques said 
Iraqi forces were still fighting 
fiercely with Iranian invaders east 
of Basra, with the Third Army 
Corps hying to dislodge them 
from footholds gained in a 


week-long assault. 

They said the Iranians had 
suffered very heavy losses in 
“hopeless" attempts to cling on to 
areas seized. 

On the central war front, an 
attack launched by Iran in 
mountainous country east of 
Baghdad on Tuesday night had 
failed to achieve its targets. Iraqi 
spokesman said. 

They said the last of several 
enemy thrusts was thrown back 
Thursday night with Iranian losses 
of at least 500 killed or wounded. 

A high command communique 
said forces defending Basra 
.repelled many Iranian attacks on 
Iraq's “fortified defensive line 
south of the Fish Lake to the west 
towards the Shatt Al Arab 
waterway.” 

It said Iraqi warplanes flew 287 
sorties and helicopter gun ships 
222 combat missions Friday 
against Iranian targets and troop 
positions. 

Oaewarplanewasshotdown.it 
said, raising the total of Iraqi 
planes lost since Iran launched its 
offensive a week ago to eight. 

Nine civilians were killed and 
63 wounded by Iranian shelling of 
Basra and in air raids on two 


northern towns, it sakl. 

Ninety-nine civilians have been 
reported killed and 5o2 injured in 
Iranian air and artillery attacks in- 
the past week, not’ including 
casualties from the missile attacks 
on Baghdad for which no figures 
have been issued. 

In Washington. US. military 
officials estimated Friday a total of 
4U.OOO Iranian and I0.U00 Iraqi 
troops have been killed or 
wounded in fighting around Basra 
in the Gulf war since Dee. 24. 

“The Iranian dead and 
wounded outnumber Iraqi 
casualties by about four to one. 
We estimate that close to 20 .000 
Iranians have died and another 
2U.0UU have been wounded." one 
of the officials, who asked not to 
be identified, told Reuters. 

He said U.S. intelligence 
estimated 10,000 Iraqi troops 
were killed or wounded defending 
the Iraqi city of Basra on the 
southern front. He could give no 
breakdown on killed and 
wounded. 

“The casualty figures are as 
dose as we can estimate now.but 1 
can tell you they have been 

(Continued on page 4) 


Jordan supports call for 
Security Council meeting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan has expressed support for a call by United 
Nations Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar for a special 
meetaig of the UN. Security Council at the foreign ministers level to 
discuss the Iran-Iraq war. 

A spokesman for the Foreign Ministry in Amman sakl the 
Jordanian government has received with appreciation and interest the 
secretary, general's proposal. 

“Jordan welcomes this idea and considers it as a manifestation of a 
high level of concern over the Gulf conflict, and announces its total 
backing for the United Nations to implement U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 582 regarding the Gulf war,” the spokesman said. 

The Foreign Ministry later cabled UJV .permanent representative 
at the United Nations in New York requesting him to convey this view 
to Mr. Pfcrez de Cuellar. 

Later Thursday, Acting Foreign Mmister Thooqan Hindawi met in 
his office with Iraqi Ambasador to Jordan, Mr. Ghafd Jassem 
Hussekj . The ambassador informed the minister on the latest situation 
at the warfront and the successes being achieved there by the Iraqi 
Armed Forces. 

In Abu Dhabi, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), a temporary 
member ofthe United Nations Security Council, also backed the call 
by tile secretary-general. 

The Emirates News Agency WAM quoted Ya'qub Al Kindi, foreign 
affaire director at the Foreign Ministry, as saying the UAE supported 
any effort to stop the war, through the U.N. Security Council, the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference or the Non-Aligned Movement. 


Chinese party leader resigns; 
Zhao takes over as acting boss 


PEKING (R) — Chinese 

Communist Party chief Hu 
Yaobang resigned Friday after 
admitting making political 
“mistakes" and Premier Zhao 
Ztyang was named as acting party 
chief b. his place, the official New 
Chin News Agency reported. 

There had been reports for 
several days that Mr. Hu was in 
political trouble for having failed 
to control large-scale 
demonstrations last month during 
which students called for more 
democracy and freedom of 
speech. 

The agency said an enlarged 
meeting of the ruling politburo 
had been held Friday. 

‘At the meeting, comrade Hu 


Yaobang made a self-criticism of 
bis mistakes on major issues of 
political principles in violation of 
the party’s principle of collective 
leadership during his tenure,” it 
said. 

“Participants in the meeting 
gave comrade Hu Yaobang a 
seriously and comradely criticism 
and at the same time 
acknowledged such achievements 
in his work as there were” the 
agency said. 

The communique issued by the 
meeting, carried in full by the 
agency, said Mr. Hu. 72 this year, 
would retain his posts as member 
of the politburo and of the party's 
Central Committee. 



Hu Yaobang 


Casey reported to be at 
centre of Iran scandal 


NEW YORK (R) - US. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
Director William Casey has 
emerged as a key figure in die 
diversion of Iran ar ms sal es money 
to Nicaraguan rebels, a U.S. 
television report has quoted 
investigators as saying. 

CBS News said that according 
'to congressional sources computer 
tapes found in the office of fired 
National Security Council (NSC) 
aide Lt.-Col. Oliver North 
included numerous references to 
Mr. Casey. 

The tapes also indicated Col. 
North and Mr. Casey met and 
spoke on the telephone many, 
times in the period under 
investigation. 

An unidentified member of 
Cbngress was quoted as saying 
that in some respects GoL North 
was more involved with Mr. Casey 
than with Adm. John Poindexter, 
head of the NSC and CoL North's 
immediate boss. 


Adm. Poindexter resigned 
when the scandal became public 
and CoL North was fired by 
President Reagan. 

In congressional testimony Mr. 
Casey denied knowledge of the 
diversion of millions of dollars of 
money from the Iranian arms sales 
to die contra rebels fi g h t in g 
Nicaragua's Saadioista 
government before he learned of 
it in October. 

But the congressman told CBS 
that while there was no one 
document proving Mr. Casey’s 
knowledge, the cumulative 
evidence mows that*‘Casey had to 
know and had a central role,” in 
the diversion. 

Another U.S. television 
network, ABC, said Thursday 
night the U5. attempt to trade 
aims for the four American 
hostages in Lebanon broke down 
.over arrangements, not over an 
Iranian demand for more aims, as 
bed been reported. 


McFarlane repeats Reagan 
approval of Iran arms sales 


WASHINGTON (R) - President 
Reagan's former National 
Security Adviser Robert 
McFarlane Friday repeated his 
contention that Mr. Reagan gave 
advance approval for shipments of 
US. arms to Iran. 

He saij Mr. Reagan gave the 
go-ahead in early August 1985 
despite opposition from Secretary 
of State George Shultz and 
Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger. 

White House Chief of Staff 
Donald Regan has said Mr. 
Reagan only gave retroactive 
approval to the arms sales, in 
October 1985, after being 
informed by aides that they had 
already taken place. 

Mr, McFarfane, testifying 
before the Senate Foreign. 
Relations Committee Friday in 
open session, also sakl that before, 
he resigned from the White House 
in December 1985, the secret Iran 
initiative “was taking on the focus. 


a priority on securing the release" 
of American hostages in Lebanon. 

He said Mr. Reagan, in a 
telephone call to him, authorised 
the arms sales by Israel, with those 
arms to be replaced later by the 
United States. 

“1 said to him: Mr. President, as 
you know,yoursecretariesof state 
and defence are opposed to this. 
(Mr. Reagan said) ‘yes, I 
understand that.' and provided his 
own explanation for the basis for 
his decision ” Mr. McFarlane said. 

Mr. Reagan has said the 
initiative was designed to 
re-establish a relationship with 
strategically important Iran, help 
end the Iran-Iraq war, stop 
Iranian support for terrorism and 
help free American hostages in 
Lebanon.. 

Mr. McFarlane Friday strongly 
defended the arms sales, saying it 
would have been irresponsible for 
the United States not to reach out 
to Iranian moderates. 
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Islamic Jihad threatens Kuwait 
with attacks if OIC summit held 


BEIRUT (A P) — The pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad 
organisation Friday threatened terrorist attacks 
against Kuwait if a summit conference of Mamie 
nations is held in the Gulf Arab country this 
month. 

The threat was made in a type- compelled to stage a negative 
written statement delivered to a action from which the loss wSl 


The threat was made in a type- 
written statement delivered to a 
Western news agency in west 
Beirut along with a picture of 
American hostage Terry Ander- 
. son, who was kidnapped on 
.March 16, 1985. 

Islamic Jihad, or Islami c holy 
'war, claims to hold Anderson, 
educator Thomas Sutherland and 
at least three Frenchmen hostage. 

The Arabic language statement 
made no reference to Anglican 
Church envoy Terry Waite, who 
arrived in Beirut Monday in a 
renewed bid to free U.S. and 
other foreign captives held in 
Lebanon. 

“We warn all that in case this 
summit is held, we might be 


action from which the loss will 
cover all and the biggest loser win 
be Kuwait: The government, offi- 
cials and institutions,” the state- 
ment said. 

The summit is scheduled for 
Jan. 26 in Kuwait. Iran has de- 
clared it will boycott the confer- 
ence, charging Kuwait was biased 
in favour of Iraq in the 6-year-old 
Gulf war with Iran. 

Islami c Jihad said it welcomed, 
in principle any Islamic summit. 
that would “unite the Muslims' 
a qd discuss their affairs. 

“But the holding of this summit 
in Kuwait at this time cannot 
possibly mean that it wQ] be for 
disenaring the affairs of the Mus- 


lim nation," the statement said. 

The statement wacs considered 
authentic because it was accom- 
panied by Anderson’s photo. 
Islamic Jihad began sending 
photos of hostages with its state- 
ments last year to signify they 

were genuine. 

The statement also attacked 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 

Tiie statement also criticised 
the participation of Lebanon’s 
Falangist Pres dent, Amin 
Gemayel, “who came to office on 
Israeli tanks” daring Israel’s 1982 
invasion. 

The statement charged that 
U.S. State Department envoy 
Richard Murphy’s recent tour of 
the Middle East was partly de- 
signed to “coordinate agenda 
topics of the Islamic summit... in 
Kuwait. 

“It is absurd to hold this summit 
in Kuwait, which pretends to be 
Muslim while it bolds in its jails 
those who stood up and struggled 


French police seize Khashoggi planes; 
businessman describes role in Irangate 


PARIS (R) — French authorities, 
acting on requests from U.S. and 
British companies, have seized 
two airliners belonging to Saudi 
Arabian businessman Adnan 
Khashoggi, police said Friday. 

They said a DC-9 and a DC-8, 
both registered in the Cayman. 
Islands, were seized at Le Bourget 
Airport on Jan. 5 and 14 
respectively. 

The seizures were made at the 
request of a U.S. company and a 
British press group, police said, 
but declined to identify them 
further. 

Mr. Khashoggi, who used to 
describe himself as the world’s 
richest man, has acknowledged 
playing a rote as middle man in the 
initial stages of U.S. secret arms 
sales to Iran. 

Magazine interview 

In a magazine interview 

• published on Thursday Mr. 

! Khashoggi was quoted as saying 
' the United States told Iraq in 1 980 
that If it attacked Iran, the Tehran 
government would fail 

The Paris-based, 
Arabic-language magazine A1 
Watan A! Arabi also quoted Mr. 
Khashoggi as saying his motives in 
the recent U.S. arms shipments to 
Iran were aimed striedy at ending 
the Gulf war. 

• "The vindictive Americans 
" were primarily bent on avenging 
-the hostages issue," Mr. 

- Khashoggi said, referring to die 
seizure of Americans at the UJS. 
embassy in Tehran. 

"The Americans pushed tilings ' 
•left and right, creating the 
-impression it (tiie war) would be 
'.over in only two months." 

! The magazine did not disclose 
•where the interview was 
conducted. 

; They quoted Mr. Khashoggi as 
«.saying the U.S. Central 
flnteffigence Agency (CIA) had 

• persuaded Iraq that, once the war 
'began, the Iranian army would 
.topple the government of 


Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

He contended that the recent 
secret contacts between 
Washington and Tehran, through 
him and others, were not 
originally supposed to produce 
any U5. arms shipments to Iran. 

The intention at that stage, he 
claimed, was to seek avenues for a 
peace dialogue with Tehran, with 
the focus on means of ending the 
protracted Gulf war. 

Mr. Khashoggi said he was first 
approached by Iranian merchant 
Manucher Ghorbanifar in 
Hamburg in the summer of 1 985, 
who tokfhim a moderate group in 
the Tehran leadership wanted to 
open a dialogue with the “Arab 
side" to end the Gulf war. 

According to the Iranian 
merchant, the Tehran leadership 
was divided into moderates led by 
Ayatollah Hussein Ali Montazeri, 
extremists comprising 
Revolutionary Guards 
commanders, and a 
middle-of-the-road group under 
Parliament Speaker Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 

Rep sending to a question, Mr. 
Khashoggi said tiie whole affair at 
the start had nothing to do with 
arms or the American hostages 
that Washington has been frying 
to release from captivity in 
Lebanon. 

The issue of trading the Beirut 
hostages for arms came when the 
Americans wanted to test the 
influence of Ghorbanifar, who in 
turn wanted to see how serious 
Washington was about 
commencing a dialogue with the 
moderates of Tehran, said Mr. 
Khashoggi. 

He spoke of a series of 
subsequent arms shipments worth 
millions of dollars, revealing that 
at several stages the aim was 
clearly to obtain the release of the 
American hostages. 

Mr. Khashoggi said the 
Americans then sought the release 
of diplomat WflKam Buckley, 
reportedly the CIA station ch ief in 
Beirut. But instead, the 


kidnappers released another 
American, the Rev. Benjamin’ 

; Weir. 

. Mr. Khashoggi said that when 
former Ufl. National Security 
Adviser Robert McFariane visited 
Tehran last May, he was snubbed 
by all leaders except the son of Mr. 
Rafsanjani. 

Mr. McFariane and the young 
Rafsanjani arranged a $5-miffion 
deal for about 1,000 Tow missiles 
and spare parts for Hawk missiles, 
Mr. Khashoggi said. 

The arms were shipped to 
Tehran, precipitating an 
antl-Rafsanjani furor by 
extremists who distributed leaflets 
condemning the deal as a sellout, 
he said. 

Meeting with Peres 

In the interview, Mr. 
Khashoggi also said that he had 
acted as an' intermediary between 
former Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres and Palestinian 
leaders. He that he first met 
Peres in Venezuela about five 
years ago and knew him well ' 

The businessman did not -say 
when his mission took place or 
give the name of the official, 
apparently a leader of -the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation , 
(FLO), who he said had asked him 
to meet the Israeli prime minister. 

“We spoke together on the 
basis that the two sides (Israel and 
the FLO) should recognise each 
other," he said, adding that it was 
planned that arch an agreement 
should be placed in a Swiss bank 
for safe keeping. 

He spoke warmly of Peres, who 
is now foreign minister under his 
power-sharing agreement with 
Likud leader Yitzhak Shamir, and 
said he was the only Israeli 
politician who could hand back 
occupied Arab territories. 

‘ Tbe rest of them are frauds,” 
Mr. Khashoggi said. “Peres is the 
only man left for us in the whole of 
Israel." 


for the Muslims' glory, the humi- 
liation of the arrogant ones and 
the removal of American and 
French hegemony,” the statement 
said. 

That appeared to be a reference 
to the 17 people imprisoned in 
Kuwait for bombing the U.S. and 
French embassies there Dec. 12, 
1983. 

Their release has been Islamic 
Jihad’s main demand for freeing 
the American hostages. 

“How does Kuwait permit itself 
to invite the Muslims to convene a 
summit to Hiscnss their affairs 
while it carries out tiie orders of 
the great Satan, America, the 
source of the Muslims' plight and 
crises,” the statement said. 

It was released on the fifth day 
of Mr. Waite's latest visit to 
Beirut. 

He was meeting with Lebanon’s 
P rime Minister .Rashid Karami 
when the white envelope contain- 
ing the statement and Anderson's' 
black-and-white photograph' was 
delivered. 

Anderson’s picture was similar 
to one released by Islamic Jihad 
on Nov. 15. 

The lack of any reference in the 
statement to Mr. Waite appeared 
to be another setback for his latest 
mission. 

Syria 

involved in 
U.S.-Iran 
arms deal, 
paper says 

CAIRO (R) — AI Abram 
newspaper has said that Egypt has 
proof that Syria helped Israel 
in the secret US. arms deal with 
Iran. 

In a front-page editorial m an 
early edition of Friday's 
newspaper, the daily said: “Egypt 
has proof that Syria offered Israel 
facilities to help ship U.S. arms to 
Iran.” 

The attack on Syria by the 
newspaper, which often reflects 
government views, was triggered 
by reports here that Syria will 
seek the expulsion of Egypt from 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) at this month’s 
meeting- in Kuwait, which 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak ts scheduled to attend. 

Syria, along with most Arab 
states, severed diplomatic ties 
with Egypt after signing a peace 
treaty with Israel in 1979. Egypt's 
membership in the Arab League 
was also frozen and its was 
expelled from tiie OIC, but was 
readmitted jn 1984. 

After Mr. Mubarak came to 
power in 1981 he ordered 
state-owned publications to stop 
attacks on other Arab countries, 
mainly Libya and Syria. 

Al Ahram’s editor-in-chief 
Ibrahim Nafa’a said in the 
editorial that he has learned that 
Egypt has “run out of patience” 
and will retaliate against Syria by 
publicising information “that will 
not make the Syrian regime 
proud.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


21 killed in Sudanese train crash 

NAIROBI (R) — Twenty-one people were killed and 45 
seriously injured in a train crash near theceatral Sudanese town of 
Kosti on Wednesday nigh t, radio Oxndunnan said Friday. The 
radio, monitored in Nairobi, said the accident took place between 
Kosti and nearby Al Wusaa, 230 kilometres south of tiie capital 
Khartoum. 

Police questions Kollek over corruption 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Police questioned Teddy Kollek, occupied. 
Jerusalem's Jewish mayor, in connection with a scandal involving 
a senior government official whose trial opened Friday, Israeli 
newspapers reported. Kollek was implicated by the official, 
former interior ministry Jerusalem district head Rafi Levy, in a 
letter Levy tried to smuggle out of jail to his son. A municipal 

r kesmao described KoZlek's two-and-a-half hour meeting with 
police special crimes unit as “very congenial," the Jerusalem 
Post reported. Levy faces trial on 11 counts of extortion, 
accepting bribes, breach of trust and foreign currency violations. 
In a letter seized fay prison officials several weeks ago. Levy 
instructed his son Raanan to tell Kollek to get Labour Party leader 
Shimon Peres to help him. He also implied that Kollek had letters 
relating to the case which he might try to conceal. 

Maltese president visits North Yemen 

SANAA (R) — Maltese President Agatha Barbara arrived here 
on Friday for a three-day visit to North Yemen, her first to the 
Red Sea country. The official Saba news agency quoted Barbara 
as saying developments in the Arab, Gulf and Mediterranean 
regions and the boosting of bilateral ties would be the mam 
subjects of her talks with North Yemeni leaders. 

21 injured in Rabat explosion 

RABAT (R) — A lunchtime explosion caused by a gas leak 
injured 21 people in crowded Rabat restaurant Thursday, a fire 
brigade spokesman saif Friday .Eighteen of the injured, most of 
them customers, were admitted to hospital with serious burns. 

German, Briton plead guilty to smuggling 

LARNACA, Cyprus (AP) — A West German businessman and 
his British girlfriend pleaded guilty Friday to charges of possessing 
and attemp ti ng to smuggle 416 grammes of heroin. L&maca 
district court adjourned the hearing until Monday, when it will 
pass sentence on the couple. Wilhelm Schafer, 40. and Diana 
Mary Ward, 39, were arrested at Lamaca airport on Nov. 8 as 
they were about to board a Lufthansa flight for Frankfort. Their 
hometown addresses were not available. Customs officials who 
searched Schafer found the heroin in a plastic bag concealed 
inside his trouser leg. Two Egyptians, Musa Hady Haggag, 26, a 
restaurateur, and Mohammed Dewedar, 35, an engineer, pleaded 
not guilty to charges of supplying the heroin to Schafer. They will 
be fried later. 


UAE expelled 6,234 foreign workers 


White House rejects 
apology for Iran affair 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


DUBAI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) expelled 6,234 
foreign workers last year for violations of its labour laws. Gulf 
news reported Friday. It quoted an official as saying most of the 
workers had either overstayed their visas or lacked proper 
sponsorship. 

Jewish leaders to meet O’Connor 

NEW YORK (AP) — A group' of rabbis expressed their support 
Thursday for Cardinal John J. O'Connor, who has come under 
criticism from Jewish leaders for incidents during his recent visit 
to the Middle East. The 15 rabbis, affiliated with Agudath Israel, 
an orthodox movement, felt that “when you evaluate an 
individual, you evaluate him on past experience, not on a single 
visit to Israel," said Rabbi Samuel Gedatowitz. Gedalowitz said 
O'Connor was “a great spokesman for tiie Catholic church in 
favour of Judaism and against anti-Semitism." O’Connor caused 
controversy while in tiie Middle East, first by speaking up for 
Palestinian rights, then by following Vatican protocol by refusing 
the meet in Israeli officials in their offices, and then by describing 
the suffering of the Jews in the Nazi, holocaust as a gift to the 
world. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


WASHINGTON (R) — T^e 
White House has rejected sugges- 
tions that President Reagan say 
he’s sony for the Iran aims scan- 
dal despite a clamour for an apok>* 


cans. 

“The president feels he has 
done nothing for which he feels he 
must apologise,” spokesman 
Albert Brasbear said Thursday. 

Mr. Brashear’s statement was 
pr o mpted by pleas from several 
leading Republican lawmakers 
that Mr. Reagan attempt to lay 
the Iran criss to rest in his state of 
the union address to Congress cm 
Jan. 27. 

“I expect him to explain what 
happened, explain the rationale in 
reaming out to moderates or prag- 
matists in Tran and take responsi- 
bility,” said Congressman Henry 
Hyde of Illinois. 

Mr. Hyde, a member of the 


Mr. Hyde, a member of the Lebanon. 
select House of Rraresenlatzves Israeli Foreign Ministry Dir 
committee investigating the secret tor-General Yossi Beilin s 
spin of arms to bran and the Undersecretary of State Mkfe 
(Eversion of profits to U.S.-back- Armacost assured him the Unit 
ed contra rebels in Nicaragua, told States had no intention of maki 
Reuters Thursday that Mr. Israel the scapegoat for 1 
Reagan’s speech should be a sca n dal. 

“blo ckbuste r ” “What the U.S. ad rom i s torti 

Mr. Hyde said he was not decided, it decided itself for bet 
agfcmg Mr. Reagan “to cxavenly or for worse, and it alone 

{apologise,” but believes the responsible," Mr. ^Beili n fa 

American people would react Israeli state radio. “He empf 
positively to a full explanation and sised this and of course X w 
admission of some blame. erased it.” 

“The American people would Since the scandal broke 
think highly of him,” Mr. Hyde weeks ago, Mr. Reagan’s j 
said. “To side-step any blame is a approval rating has fallen about 
mistake.” percentage pomts and recent pi 

Other Republican lawmakers, lie opinion surveys show growi 
wirfnrit^g Senators Warren Rud- public scepticism that be is doi 
man of New Hamp shire and Orrin all he can to get to the bottom 
Hatch of Utah have echoed Mr. tiie matter. 


Israel, Switzerland and Brunei, 
which volunteered some $10 mil- 
Mon to aid tiie contras. 

The State Department has said 
it does not know what happened 
to the money from Brunei. 

huadi Prime Minster Yitzhak 
Shamir promised to explain his 
country’s role when the visits the 
United States next month. 

“If I wfil be asked, I wifi explain 
our position,” be told Renters in 
Jerusalem Thursday. “I’m not 
afraid of any questions in this 
regard. It sounds maybe naive, 
but the truth is on our side.” 

A White House memorandum, 
a leaked Senate intelligeace com- 
mittee report and senior Israeli 
defence sources have said laud 
initiated the clandestine anus op- 
eration as part of a plan to bolster 
pro-Western elements in Iran and 
free American hostages in 
Lebanon. 

Israeli Foreign Ministry Direc- 
tor-General Yossi Beilm said 
Undersecretary of State Michael 
Armacost assured him the United 
States had no intention of making 
Israel the scapegoat for the 
scandal. 

“What the U.S. administration 
decided, it decided itself for better 
or for worse, and it alone is 
responsible,” Mr. Beilin told 
Israeli state radio. “He empha- 
sised this and of course I wel- 
comed it.” 

Since the scandal broke 10 
weeks ago, Mr. Reagan’s job 
approval rating has fallen about 20 
percentage pomts and recent pub- 
lic opinion surveys show growing 


Hyde’s view, suggesting Mr. 
Reagan must do more to end the 
Iran crisis before it impairs his 
ability to govern. 

Both serve on the special senate 
committee investigating the arms 
aid scandal. 

Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger, reflecting a concern 
shared by many on Capitol Hill, 
told the National Press Club 
Thursday he feared preoccupation 
in Washington with the Iran affair 
was drawing too much attention 
from the Soviet global threat and 
other government matters. 

Sen. Rodman, who is the rank- 
ing Republican on the Senate’s 
Iran panel, said foreign countries 
are' being asked if they would 
cooperate with the inquiry. 

Among the countries tie men- 
tioned were Iran, Nicaragua, 


the matter. 

A new poll conducted tty the 
respected Gallup Organisation in- 
dicates that average Americans 
are fed up with ail sides in the 
scandaL 

The nationwide survey for the 
Times Mirror Organisation found 
that the glare of publicity sur- 
rounding tiie Iran controversy is 
hurting the credibility and overall 
image of journalists. Congress, 
the CIA, some presidential advis- 
ers and others in addition to Mr. 
Reagan himself. 

Perhaps most surprising, the 
. Gallup analysis sajd, only 20 per 
cent of those polled said they are 
following tiie affair “very dosely” 
compared to modi higher percen- 
tages for such 1986 stories as the 
destruction of the space shuttle 
Challenger and the Soviet nuclear 
plant accident at Chernobyl. 


Italy says men held in 
Milan, Frankfurt linked 


ROME (Agencies) — A man 
arrested fa MJfan an Monday with 


Frankfurt. 

The man held in Mian named 


11 kilogrammes of explosives may as Bakhir Khodr, was arrested 
be linked to another Lebanese after he had passed through 
held in Frankfurt on Tuesday and customs with the plastic explosives 
suspected of complicity in a 1985 concealed in two picture frames 
U.S. airliner ' hijack, Italian and several Easier eggs. He also 
Interior Minister Oscar Luigi had 36 detonators Eudden in a 
Scalfaro said Friday. 'portable radio, police said. 

Mr. Scalfaro was asked by West German police said 
Italy’s state Radio RAI in an Thursday they had arrested a man 
interview from Rabat, where he is suspected of involvement in the 
due to sign an anti-terrorism June 1985 hijack of a TWA 
accord with Morocco, whether airliner to Beirut. The plane was 
there was a connection between seized by two men on a flight 
foe Milan ' arrest and that in. between Athens and Rome. 
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TODAYS EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* A panning gkliih tfiflfi cuuilod* “On 
the Banks of Jordan” at die Jordan 

’ National Gallery, Jabal Luweidrh (until 
Jan. 23). 

* An exhfiritkxi of photographs entitled 
“La VUktte"' at the French Cultural 
Centre (until Jan. 29). 

* An art exhibition by Sa’ad Afi at the 
Housing Bank Centre Gallery. 

* An ex hibi t i on of paintings by AE 
Armnouraat the Ala Ait Gallery', Jabal 
Amman, First Grde (until Jan. 19). 

* An exhibition of foUdkirie doBs by 
Syrian artist Urnaima Ailusy at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (imtfl Jan. 23). 

FILM 

* German film for children entitled 
“Noidsee 1st Mordsee” (subtitled in 
English) at 4-J0 pm. at the Goethe 
Institute. 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cotanal Centre . TeL 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Lforaxy — 641520 

Brits* Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Coknral Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hnasein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.WCFV 641793 

Y.WAf A 664251 

Amman Mmnczpa] Library ... 637111 
Unhetrity of Jordan Unity 843555 

MUSEUMS 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
eortnmcs over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madabe and Jetatii (4th 
to 1 84 «ntimes). The RotMti Theatre, 
Amman. Opening boon: 9.00 am. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 651760. 
JwdwiAiThnifcukil IWnaTu Hasan 
esodk&t euOjctfan of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal AJ QaTa (Gtadel H5S). 
Opening hours; 9.00 am. 5 jOQ pm. 
O^idaysandofStifaho&layslQ.OOam. 
4.00 pm.). Closed Tuesdays. 


Po pu lar LBe of Jasdsn Museum: 100 to 
150 year old beau such as costumes, 
weapons, mn»c*I instruments, etc. 
Oparins hoars: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
Grand Tuesdays. TeL 637169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


iJnne Amman CM). Meetings every 
Gal nod third Wednesday at the 
HoSday Inn, 130 pm. 
lions Phflarirtphb Chb. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 730 pm. 
PMadefaMa Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Hobday Inn, 
130 pm. 

Rotary GU>. Meetings every Tbesday 
at the hmwu n t fa aMulHotd. 2.00 pm. 
ReyalArdambfle Chb. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Citric. TeL 815261, 815410. 

CHURCHES 

St. Joseph Chnrch (Raman Cathoic) 
Jabal Amman. TeL 624590. 

Chnrch of the i aunwri a H o n (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal LuweBbdcb. TeL 
637440. 

Dc b Sale Ctarrch (Roman Cathofic) 
Jabal Hussein, TeL 661757. 

Ttmmta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luwefadeh, man in Italian 

p jS/I 6 622366 017 Satnfday 

- Church of the Aammdatim (Greek 
Orthodox) AbdaE, TeL 623541. 
AngloB Church (Chord) of the 
Rcdeemcx}JsbulAisPun,TeL 678906. 
Araofa OriMc Chord] Artrafieb, 
TeL 771331. 

Ain»t«rl»Oi Majdoi ChBrdi A rtrafi e h , 

TeL 775261. _ u , 

SLEpbnhaCbaxch (Synaa Orthodox) 

Ashofiefa, TeL 771751. 

Amman International Church 
(Inter-denominational): meets at 
Southern Baptist School in S ht n cr sm i. 
TeL 677534 ^ 

Evangelical Luton) Church, Jabal 
Amman . 6th Qrde, (Rev. N. Srair), 
Tet 811295. 

Rainbow Congregation (Intern at ional, 
fot m d e nominational) meets fa the 
Church of the Redeemer, Jabal 
Amman, TeL 606974. 

PRAYER TIMES 


05:11 

06:33 

11946 

1436 

1638 

1831 


F«r 

...^ (Sunrise) Dum 

Dhuhr 

‘Asr 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
PIRPORT 

JoniaiJanin Jbmia6^departrnatta^K 
Quern A&a International Airport, teL 
(08)53200-5, where it should always be 
verified 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

94*5 Sana'a (RJ) 

05345 . Singapore, Knah Lumpur fRJ) 


0*20 - 
0*30 .... 
0*30 _ 
1*00 — 
30605 - 
-17*0 ._ 
17:20 
1735 
1845 ._ 
19s40 „ 
0146 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


Kaiadn, Dubai ( 

— Danascusl 

Db&hran, Knwah ( 

— Aba Dhabi, Bahrain ( 

— Lamaca ( 

Cairo < 

New York, Vienna j 

■ Copenhagen. Frankfort I 


1*45 Belgrade DU) 

98:15 London. Lamaca (HA) 

LL35 Cairo (MS) 

13*5 Kuwait (Kin 

14*5 Tripofi (LN) 

15:20 Riyadh (SV) 

17:15 Paris, o™™ IAF 

1*25 Beirut (ME 

1*25 Amsterdam, i i*w (KLM 1 

1*30 Baghdad (IA 

1*55 Rune, Damascus (AZ 

21:00 Frankfort (LH) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 


Vknna, New York 


Rome, Madrid I 

— Geneva, London | 
. Frankfurt, Broads I 


Cairo | 

Bahrain, Doha | 

. Abu Dhabi, Dubai < 
— - — Jeddah ( 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

0*05 Belgrade (JU 

06e20 Frankfort (LIT 

0*30 Lamaca, London (BA 

13t20 Cairo (MS 


15*0 

ISM 

Kuwait (KU) 

Ifete - _ __ Rivadh fcv) 

1M0 

Baghdad (IA) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

J Regular-Bite ships docking al Aqaba 
port: 

— Akadenrik Artsimovkii 
— Golden 

— Mefao Manx 
— YlDede Mirage 


Amin Kmrarand Sans 
its new offices in Sbm 
service, tet 603703/15. 


WEATHER 


oy, with 
at year 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 


Fa ir wea ther and warmer 
■ temperatures are eapected with same 
mafirxn and Ircgfa clouds. In Aijaba, it 
will be tut with northerly moderate 
winds and calm teas. 


Alta ia n 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan VaBey 


Min-toax 


Umax temp. 

5/20 

10/25 

2/21 

10122 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 20, Aqaba 25. Hotidity 
readings: Amman 32 percent, Aqaba 
22 percent 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Thursday rates 
Local jdUbuy rates in fSs 

Belgian fans 873/ 893 

Dutch guilder 1«V 1634 

French franc 54 J/ 553 

Italanhra 253/ 25.9 

Japaneasyaa(farl00) 215JV 2213 

Swedish crown 503/ 51.4 

Swfaifrnc 2143/ 220 

UJC staffing pound 4983/ 5073 

U 3. dollar 332 Si 337 J 

W. German mark 179.6/ 1844. 


EMERGENCIES 


Amman gowmorate 891228 

Amman civil defence 198, 199 

Ovil Defence Iitrid .271293,273131 
C3v0 Defence Ouwefoneh — 770733 

Civil Defence DeirAHa 57306 

Amtmlaoce 193. 775111 

Amman downtown fixe brigade _. 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

CSvD Defence rescue 661111 

fire headquarters 622090-3 

Pole* rescue™. 192,621111,637777 

PoSce headquarters 639141 

Traffic poice 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Toamptaanis 771125/8 
lot. Airport (08)53330/60 


HOSPITALS 


Hosseki Medical Centre _ 
KhaSdi M a te rni ty, J. Aron 
Akileh Maternity, J. 

Jabal Amman Maternity .« 

Malh—j J tnrnuB 

Palestine, Shmersani 

Sfrue a a ai Hospital 


The Islamic. AbdaS 

At-AULAtrdafi 

Itaian, AKVfohajreea 

Al-BasSeir, J. Ashnfieh ._ 

Army, Marica 

Queen Ala Hospital 

AmalHrapfeal 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 

Amman 

. 642441/2 
... 642362 

— 636140 
. 664171/4 

— 669131 
845845/65 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 

— 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
.602240/50 

— 674155 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Azam 


— 818911 



. 894964 

Kuban nlnanmy 

636730 

Neimrikh pharmacy 

Kh afaf phitTin ary 

— 723672 
.668653 


661912 

Saheb pharmacy 

Hhmawi pharmacy 

— 668056 

— 845376 

TAXIS: 

Al Wahda 

Ktiatdrmn taxi . 

641833 
.... 664888 


811857 

AhE taxi ... ..M.1127 

Hry»n mi 

817411 

Bajasqnah taxi 

-.845120 

773034 


896743 

CRB ID : 

Dr. AS Al 6hnqam 

Haw>« lihenneuru .... 

...246140 

/-I 


ZARQA: 

987565 

Idntfa nhmwma» 

(_) 

MuwawTT^ 



GENERAL 

Jordan Television 77311/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tonosm 642311 

Hold mmplwhi fv 666412 

Price canpfaiats 661176 

Telephone Triln m« . H i ?n ^ 12 

Jordan and Mkfafle East cafls - 10 

Overseas cafes 17 

Repair service J ll' 


MARKET PRICES 


Banana (Mnkammar) .. 


Broad beans ... 
Beetroot 


Carrot (Made) 

Carrot (yeflow) „ 
CanJBowta.™ 
Chestnut _______ 


stufcen) 
280/240 
280/240 
450/400 
300/260 
250/220 
270/200 
700/600 
100/- 70 
60/ 30 
160/120 
130/100 
60/40 
640/550 


Cumbers 
Eggplant (mnD) 


Grapefruit „ 
Lemon 


Onion (dry) _ 
Onion (green) 


ftpfaWr 
j£pperf««et) 
2 totuto 


.340/280 
.230/170 
.160/120 
.600/500 
-140/90 
.120/ 80 
.180/120 
.180/140 
.180/140 
.240/200 
.200/160 
.670/600 
.280/200 
.280/200 
.210/160 
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Homenews 

King: Consensus emerging over need for international conference 
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TARB (Petra) Majesty 

King Ho«em said in an interview 
poo™a m Paris that there is 
annost a total consensus over the 
need to tackle the Arab-kraeU 
coritex and the Palestine prob- 
lem through an international con- 
ference to be attended by all 
parties to the conflict and the 
pennanoat members of the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council. 

In an interview with the A1 
Sbarq radio station in Paris, the 
King said that France, along with 
its European allies, could play a 
major role, in bringing about a 
just settlement to the problem 
through the proposed conference 
and through its influence on 
world affaire. The United States, 
the Kmg noted, realises Jordan’s 
position which is dear and frank, 
adding that “we have conveyed 
this stand to U.S. envoy Richard 
Murphy and told him that the 
only means of attaining peace lies 
through the proposed interna- 
tional conference.” 

King Hussein went on to say 
that Jordani has already turned 
down 'American suggestions for 


preparatory c o mmi tt e e meetings 
prior to the proposed c on fe re nce 
because be raid the current situa- 
tion cannot tolerate further proc- 
rastination as it is becoming more 
dangerous and explosive. 

Kmg Hussein said that prepa- 
rations for the conference could 
be made through dialogue be- 
tween Security Council member 
nations who could also make 
arrangements and fix a date for 
such an international parley. 

In the interview, tbe King 
reiterated Jordan’s stand that 
under no rircumstances could the 
Kingdom serve as a substitute for 
the Palestinian people who, he 
said, should take an active part in 
the peace mating process. “No- 
one can convince me that a solu- 
tion to the problem can be 
achieved without the participa- 
tion of the Palestinian people in 
the coming conference,” the King 
asserted. 

King Hussein said that the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) remains the sole and 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people, “andwe hope 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

Former Senator, Abu Tayeh, laid to rest 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Their Royal Highnesses Prince Mo hammad 
and Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, took part in the funeral 
of Sheikh Mohammad Abu Tayeh, a former member of die 


Thursday afternoon. The funeral was also attended by speakers 
of the Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament, Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdul Wahab AI Majali, Cabinet members and other y 
senior officials. / 

JEA to electrify 10 villages in Karak 

KARAK (Petra) — Tbe Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) will 
supply electricity to 10 villages in Karak Govemorate during this 
year, according to the JEA Karak district manage r Yousef Al 
Smadi. He said that this is part of a new rural dectrificatkni . 
project for the south of Jordan. 

WAJ delegation leaves for Tokyo 


. AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian delegation has left for Tokyo 
for talks with Japanese government officials on cooperation in 
the development of water resources in Jordan. The delegation, 
led by Mr. Mahmoud Talhousi, secretary general of tire Water' 
Authority of Jordan (WAJ), will discuss studies conducted try a 
Japanese firm for exploiting water resources in Wadi Al Mu jib, 
near Karak, in southern Jordan. Tbe delegation will also make a 
tour of dams, water and sewerage projects and wastewater 
treatment plants in a number of Japanese cities. 

.Court sentences hashish trafficker 


AMMAN (Petra) — The military court has sentenced Moham- 
mad Tayyem Dahasb to one-year imprisonment with hard 
labour and fined him JD 5,000 for trafficking hashish. The 
general military governor endorsed the sentence. 

CBJ issues foreign exchange regulations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Banks and financial institutions will no 
■ longer be allowed to sell foreign currencies to locally-registered 
money exchangers except in the form of bank notes or coins, in 
accordance with new regulations issued on Thursday by the 
CentralBank of Jordan (CBJ). Under the regulations, effective as 
of Saturday, money exchange departments in books and financial 
institutions will be subject to control regulations of foreign 
'currencies in accordance with a 1978 law. 


font this organisation will truly* 
reflect and represent the aspira- 
tions of its people and allow tbe 
people to express their views ab- 
out their fate.” 

Although political coordina- 
tion with tbe PLO leadership has 
been suspended, Jordan will con- 
tinue to extend assistance to the 
Palestinian people in the occu- 
pied territory as Jordan has been 

Hamzeh heads 
for Geneva 
after talks 
in London 

LONDON (Petra) — Minister of 
Health Zaid Hamzeh on Friday 
left London for Geneva to attend 
the meetings of the World Health 
Organisation's (WHO's) 
executive council scheduled to be 
held next week. 

In London, Dr. Hamzeh held 
talks with the assistant under 
secretary of the British Foreign 
Ministry on mwms to further 
' improve Jordanian-British 
i relations. During the meeting, the 
Brititfi official voiced his country’s 
readiness to cooperate with | 
Jordan in medical and health 
fields especially the introduction , 
of a health insurance scheme in , 
Jordan. The British official 
commended Jordanian-British j 
ties and said Britain was ready to : 
contribute towards implementing 
rcwHiral projects in Jordan. 

Dr. Hamzeh also visited the 
Alexander Fleming premises 
where he was received by the 
director of international relations 
and the director of health 
insurance at the Ministiy of 
Health. 

Dr. Hamzeh ’s lengthy talks with 
the two British officials focused on 
issues related to health insurance ^ 
coverage iff ’"Britain- as well asc: 
medical services. ' •«: 

Both sides reviewed the British 
experience in health insurance in 
England as well as the 
responsibilities of the British 
Health Ministry regarding all 
medical coverage. 

Dr. Hamzeh later made a tour 
of the construction work and 
projects section at the British 
Ministiy of Health where he was 
briefed an the various activities 
and reroonsfoiUties of the section. 

The health minister also visited 
one of London’s hospitals 
which has been specially designed 
to reduce eneigy consumption by 
50 per cent. 


doing ever since the 1967 occupa- 
tion, King Hussein noted. 

He said that Jordan’s support 
for the Palestinians is a national 
duty and conforms to pan-Arab 
policies and national security. 
’The door will remain open, 
however, for the resumption of 
dialogue with the PLO for sup- 
porting the Pales tinian people, 
provided the PLO leadership is 
convinced that the dialogue 
should be comprehensive and 
should continue from the point 
where the previous talks left of,” 
King Hussein said. 

In reply to a question about 
U.S. arms sales to Iran, the King 
said that this subject came up in 
his talks with French leaders 
along with the other issues of 
concern to the Middle East re- 
gion. “I have expressed my views 
directly to the United States ab- 
out this affair , and have told 
Washington that the United 
States’ credibility resulting from 
the U.S.-Iran arms deal has been 
affected to a great extent,” King 
Hussein said. 

With regard to tbe Iran-Iraq 


war, be said, that Iraq is only 
defending its territory and the 
Arab nation at laigei and noted 
that Iraq has also been respond- 
ing favourably to all peace bids to 
end the coflict, but that Iran has 
been adamant in its position and 
is determined to continue the 
fighting. For tiiis reason, 
Washington's supply of arms to 
Iran is something which is diffi- 
cult to understand, specially as 
such moves contradict with offi- 
cial American policy, the King 
stressed. 

King Hnssein reaffirmed his 
own endeavours for re-estab- 
lishing solidarity among Arab 
countries and towards building a 
unified Arab stand, and said this 
is required to defend the Arab 


World and future Arab genera- 
tions. 

On the situation in Lebanon, 
the King said that it was a “great 
tragedy,” and he expressed hope 
that the concerned parties in the 
conflict would find a means of 
reaching peace that would safe- 
guard Lebanon’s independence 
and sovereignty. 


Jordan monitoring 
desert locust swarms 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior Ministiy of 
Agriculture source on Friday said 
that desert locusts, which have 
crossed into the Arabian peninsu- 
la from Sudan, posed no potential 
threat to Jordan and added the 
Kingdom was coordinating with 
all concerned countries on a regu- 
lar basis to gather all possible 
information on the movements of 
the swarm. 

The source was commenting on 
a U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) report 
winch said that Jordan, Syria, 
Iraq, Kuwait and Iran may soon 
be affected by waves of desert 
locusts which are breeding at 
alarming rates in Sudan. 

The source told the Jordan 
Times that this breeding occurs 
every year and that the numerous 


camp ai g ns launched to combat 
the locusts have not managed to 
eradicate the swarms. 

However, the report said that if 
the locusts get out of control, 
they could reach as far as India 
and Pakistan. 

The FAO report said that 15 
aircraft have sprayed wide areas 
of northern and western Sudan 
for weeks but at least 100 small 
swarms have not been controlled. 

A locust swann can cover more 
that 2.6 square kilometres with 50 
milli on insects, each five cen- 
timetres long and capable of des- 
troying 100 tonnes of vegetation a 
day. 

Anti-locust teams are scramb- 
ling to control the swarms in the 
Saudi coastal areas before they 
disperse into the centre of the 
vast desert region, according to a 
report reaching the Jordan 
Times. 


Jordan to attend Arab talks 
on education and science 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in the fourth general 
. conference of the national Arab 
committees for education, culture 
and science which will be sche- 
duled to open on Sunday in 
Doha. 

On the agenda of the five-day 
conference are working papers 
submitted by Jordan, Qatar, 
.Kuwait, Morocco, Iraq and the 
Arab Educational Bureau of the 
Gulf States. The papers deal with 
proposals and suggestions for 
.promoting tbe work of national 
Arab committees and means of 
developing relations between 
these committees and world 
cultural and educational orga- 
nisations. 

Among the topics tackled in 


the papers are cooperation be- 
tween national Arab committees 
in Africa, the implementation of 
regional and semi-regional pro- 
jects as well as bolstering coop- 
eration with the Islamic Educa- 
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (IESCO). 

The conference will also dis- 
cuss t ranslating UNESCO resear- 
ches and studies in die education- 
al, cultural and mp tific fields 
into Arabic as well as supporting 
the use of Arabic language at 
UNESCO. 

Dr. Michael Dababneh, direc- 
tor of the UNESCO section at the 
Ministry of Education, will repre- 
sent Jordan in tbe conference. 


Text and photos by 
Josephine Zansniri 

AMMAN — The ever-moving, 
noisy and colourful ambiance 
created in Amman's downtown, 
rises slowly filtering its way up the 
surrounding mountains until 
silence is' reached on the highest 
residential peaks. On a still, dear 
summer morning, the old b ouses 
of the city’s first urban quarters 
almost detach themselves from 
the ever-present swirling chaos of 
the valley below and stand serene 
momentos.of a bygone 
architectural age. 

Such houses, lining the edges of 
Jabal Amman, Weibdeh and Jabal 
Hussein, were an inevitable 
outgrowth of the new iuvigo ration 
brought about after the 
establishment of the Hashemite 
Emirate in Jordan. The new state 
announced its physical presence 
not only through the erection of 
public buildings — such as the fine- 

Hosse ini Mosque —but also in the 
’detailed and gracious private' 
residences immediately 
surrounding tbe downtown area. . 

'One of the most elegant of these 
homes, the first Bilbeisi residence 
on Jabal Amman was constructed 


in 1936. The square house with its 
magnificent, hand-frescoed 
'circular balconies remains a 
monument to the skills of early. 
Twentieth Century Amman 
architecture. It was, however, the 
later Bilbeisi residence, 
constructed nearby, which 
became the standard for all 
subsequent great private 
residences erected in Jordan. 

Known' by the Arabic term qasr, 
the supremely imposing building 
stands as a pinnacle commanding * 
a perfect view of old Amman. The 
qasr designed by an Egyptian 
architect is a monument to one of 
Jordan's most influential families 
and tbe excellence of early 
Twentieth Century Arab 
craftsmen. 

The external facades are plain 
with minimu m ornamentation, 
evoking an almost Pharonic calm 
to the three -storey building. The 
purity of line is broken only by 
graceful, arched balconies and a 
. monumental tower ■ housing an 
internal staircase. 

Masonry 

The external masonry, cream 
and pink stone from Rarnallah was- 



The Ya’esh vflla in Jabal Wefodeh 


cut and fitted with a precision 
rarely seen today. Columns and 
capiteis in the Arabesque mode 
were perfectly chiseled and 
matched- The grey marble of the 
enfrance stairs, a fan of 
semi-circular steps, fits with 
absolute precision. Tbe marble of 
the ulterior floors, brought from 
Italy was cat, polished and laid by 
local craftsmen into an intricate 
geometrical pattern. 

Woodwork 

Woodwork of the qasr is pristine. 
The two main entrance doors of 
oak are carved with Arabesque 
relief work. The reception rooms 
are finely layered with 
magnificent timber. The stair well 
is lit by a masterful window of 
small diam ond shaped glass panes, 
pieced . together in a wooden 
framework. The work was carried 
out fay Arab craftsmen. 

Tbe interiors of the qasr well 
reflect the grandness of the 
exteriors. The several reception 
rooms and di wan are spacious and 
well distributed in a surprisingly 
modern mode. The dm mg room is 
partially lined wife mirrors. 

The ales of the bathroom again 
indicate perfectly executed 
wo rkmanship and at the time set 
Amman ablaze with discussion , 
■particularly one of the first floor 
— a spacious area resplendent in 
turquoise tiles and fi t t i n gs . 

The extensive gardens of the 
qasr well befit the grand buflding. 
In a gracious sweep flower beds 
and trees, radiate from a small 
central courj separating foe old 
and new dwellings. Hidden behind 
a large tree lies a classical 
TtaKanate fountain, a tiny touch of 
theforefen to a mansion of perfect 
Arab integration. 

The Ya’esh villa of Jabal 
Weibdeh, a delicate pale orange 
stone building constructed in 
1953, includes some of the finest 
stone carvings of Amman’s older 



Balconies of the Bilbeisi house. First Circle, Jabal Amman 


homes. The villa was designed by 
Rafic Toukan, an engineer who * 
practised mostly in the Gulf. The 
stone masonry was carried out by 
five masons from Nablus. Two of 
them, Aidel Gaaem and Yousef 
KjeEbone, were considered masters 
of their rntricate^ixaft- 

‘Stone carvings’ 

The main door, flanked by two 
columns with carved capitals, has 
an intriguing lintel of recessed 
arches. The two major balconies 
an either ride of the bouse also 
utilise arched stone work 
supported by columns. The 
balustrade of erne consists erf six, 
foot square iosetts chiseled from 
smgle stone slabs. The finest and 
most detailed carving frames the 
mam arched windows at the centre 
of the house. Best described as 
platting, each strand of stone is 
totally carved away from the next 
The work runs for about eighteen 
feet and is about eight inches in 
width. At one comer of the villa, 
smooth twists of stone edge up the 
wall, ending in an intricately 
carvedpompom. According to the 
owner one such carved stone took 
the workmen up to two days. 


The garden, designed by the 
en gine e r , has a Classic Arab order 
and includes a fountain on a raised 
platform, whilst- flower beds are 
set out in a formal geometric 
pattern reminiscent of tire timeless 
Arab style. 

There remains several hundreds 
of magnificent old homes and 
buildings dotted throughout foe 
lower mountains; foe Jaffa hotel 
in the downtown with its high 
triple arched windows, the Mango 
residence of the First Chicle, the 

street in Jabal Weibdeh, or tbe 
solid stone shops of lower Salt 
Street with their delicate iron 
balconies. 

However, Amman’s old 
buildings in the inner quarters are 
to a luge extent under threat 
Many old houses directly 
bordering downtown have already 
been demolished, others have 
deteriorated terribly after being 
turned mto offices or warehouses. 
Others stand derelict, their 
beautiful gardens and forlorn 
palms ruined under years of dost 
and rubbish. The future of those 
h miktings higher rm foe mountains 
remains uncertain too with the 
constant flow of urban dwellers to 
the oater suburbs. 


Tree planting season underway 
after Arbor Day celebrations 


Grand old villas stand as monuments to a more sedate, bygone age 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Arbor Day 
celebrations were held in Jordan 
on Thursday, when thousands of 
fruit and forest tree saplings were 
planted by citizens, organisa- 
tions, school children and offi- 
cials. 

The mam celebration was held 
near foe Queen Alia Internation- 
al Aiiport under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 
According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, a total of 8,000 
trees were planted on foe site 
which forms part of a 25,000 
dunum plot of land to be planted 
with all types of trees this season. 
Those attending the celebration 
planted 4,000 olive trees, 2,000 
pine trees, and 2,000 palm trees, 
the agency reported. 

At the outset of the celebra- 
tion, Prince Hassan made a 
speech in which he underlined the 
importance of caring for trees and 
carrying out Ministiy of Agricul- 
ture pr o g r ammes. 

He voiced pgrrinifar interest 
in the Zarqa River Basin Project 
and stressed his desire to meet 
all those responsible for the pro- 
ject so that he could familiarise 
himself with the progress in im- 
plementing tbe scheme. 

Prince Hassan was briefed by 
Mr. Tayseer Shaba tat, who beads 
foe Amman afforestation depart- 
ment, about foe department^ 
tree planting programme for this 
year. 

Minister of Agriculture Mar- 
wan Hmoud, who attended the 
celebrations, said in a statement 
to the press that upon directives 
from His Majesty King Hussein 
greater attention is being given 
this year to p lanting fruit trees, 
mostly olive trees, rather than 
forest trees wherever possible. 
This is being done in order to 
achieve foe marimnm exploita- 
tion of available land and to help 
achieve food security. 

Hundreds of boys scouts and 
school children took part in tbe 
tree planting celebration which 
was attended by Deputy Prime 
Minister Abdul Wahab Al Ma- 
jafi. Speaker of the Upper House 
of Parliament Ahmad Al Lawzi, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d 
Ibn Zaid, Cabinet members, 
.senior gov e rn m ent officials and 
high ranking army officers in 
addition to heads of diplomatic 
■ missions in Jordan and a large 
i crowd of citizens. 

Shamir 
under fire 

(Con turned from page I) 

international Middle East peace 
conference called for by Jordan. 

“We say always: Negotiations 
without any preconditions. You 
cannot know what will be tbe 
positions of the parties when they 
meet around the table," he said. 

Western diplomats in Tel Aviv 
welcomed foe remarks, which 
they said seemed aimed at 
showing some flexibility in 
advance of Mr. Shamir's 
important visit to Washington 
next month, his first smee 
becoming prime minister again 
last October. 

The trip comes at a time when 
Israel's image in foe United States 
hasbeen tarnished by reports of its 
role in setting up foe controversial 
US. arms sales to Iran. 

• The prime minister’ s message to 
his own party faithful, however, 
seems more intransigent. 

He told a meeting of Likud 
activists last week he would not 
yield the West Bank and Gaza, in 
exchange for peace, and said 
Israel would not give up “one 
gram of its rights.'' 

Mr. Shamir said Israel would 
never speak to tbe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO), 
even if jit endorsed U.N. 
resolutions recognising Israel's 
right to exist and renounced 
armed struggle, making it an 
acceptable partner to foe United 
States. 

Disputing reports of a deadlock, 
Mr. Shamir said this week's 
Middle East tour by US. envoy 
Richard Murphy “demonstrates 
that something is movmg.” 

“There is permanent progress 
towards peace,” he said, citing 
improved relations with E^ypL 

The prime minister dismissed a 
recent wave of Palestinian unrest, 
in which four Arab youths were 
killed ami dozens wounded, as 1 
“anafl incidents” but said the time 
was not right for free elections in 
foe occupied territories. 

Meanwhflea publicopmion poll 
published Friday indicated a sharp 
drop in the popularity erf Israel's 
coalition gover nmen t: since Mr. 
Shamir became prime minister 
three months ago* 

According to the poll, 46 per 
cent of those questioned thought 
the coalitioq government was 
doing a good job overall, dewn 16 
per cent from a similar survey 
published in September 1986. 

The poll, published after 1 ,200 
Israelis were surveyed between 
Dec. 24 and Jan . 4, was carried out 
fay foe respected Smith Institute 
for Davar newspaper. 


At least nine million saplings 
were produced by Ministry of 
Agriculture nurseries last year 
aim these will be supplied to 
Jordanian citizens, organisations 
and schools to be planted in 
different regions. The Ministry of 
Agriculture runs 12 nurseries 
which produce an average of 
seven million saplings a year. 

25,000 trees planted in 
Greater Amman 

In the Greater Amman region, 

25,000 tree saplings were planted 
in a number of regions around tbe 
capital. A municipality spokes- 
man said that 2,500 fruit and 
forest trees were planted near an 
army garden between Raghdan 
and Al Nasha bridges in east 
Amman , 2,000 more in the Bas- 
man area and 2,500 others on 
slopes overlooking the ‘Ain 
Ghazal area. He said that 3,000 
saplings were planted in a num- 
ber of regions on Jabal AJ Taj, 
Mahmoud Qudah wood, Al Nas- 
er Club, and Hamlan. At least 


2.000 trees were also planted at 
Yannouk region around Jofe and 
Khaled Ibn Al Walid gardens and 

2,500 at Jabal Zuhour and Ras AI 
Ain, 2,000 on Jabal Amman, 

3.000 along Ibn Sina street and 

2,500 saplings near the public 
cemetery. 

Other celebrations were held in 
Wadi Seer, Jawa and Khrcibet Al 
Souq to the south of tbe capital 
where at least 3,000 trees were 
planted. School children, scouts 
and different organisations took: 
part in the celebrations. 

In Zarqa, 3.000 tree saplings 
were planted near foe community 
college at a ceremony attended 
by government officials and large 
crowds. There were other plant- 
ing ceremonies in Azratf Bierien 
and Jerash. 9 

Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Fafoi Abu Taleb attended a tree 
planting celebration held by the 
Armed Forces in Amman . This 
was attended by senior army 
officers. 



His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Thursday 
plants a tree at a site near foe Queen Afia International Airport 
dnrfaig a celebration to mark Arbor Day (Petra photo) 

Israel proposes ceasefire 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. McDonaugh told the 
council he hoped the death 
“would at least serve to focus the 
attention of all concerned on the 
casual, almost arbitrary 
efispensing of death." 

Meanwhile tbe Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia said it killed three 
guerrillas during the night near the 
town of Jezziue in South Lebanon, 
and reported a fresh clash with 
ShFite Muslim gunmen Friday. 

An SLA spokeswoman told 
Reuters an SLA patrol opened 
fire on an armed group as they 
were setting an explosive charge 
on a road used by both civilian and 
military traffic, just inside the 
Israeli Ad eel ared buffer zone. 

It was not yet certain to which 
group the guerrillas belonged, but 
she said the pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
was presumed to be behind the 
attempt. 

The Shi-’ite Muslim 
fundamentalist group has been 
fighting foe SLA and also attacked 
U.N. peacekeeping forces in 


southern Lebanon. 

The SLA also said it repelled an 
attack Friday by dozens of 
Hizbollah fighters on a position' 
west of the village of Taibe, on the 
edge of the buffer zone. 

An SLA official said none of the 
force's men was injured in the 
pre-dawn clash. Israeli military 
sources said the attackers 
abandoned large quantities of 
explosives, grenade launchers and 
Soviet-made AK-47 Kalashnikov 
assault rifles. 

In Tyre, Lebanon, police said 
two Israeli helicopter gunships 
strafed 60 militiamen of the 
mainstream Shi'ite Amal 
movement who overran an SLA 
position in Alman village Friday, 
in the same area. It was not dear if 
they were referring to the same 
in c idem. 

The SLA has suffered 13 dead 
since the beginning of the year, 
mainly during suspected 
Hizbollah attacks. Independent 
sources say the assaults have 
harmed morale and the size of the 
SLA force has shrunk from about 

2,500 to roughly 1.800. 




Amman 


Come and Emoya Drtrfc 
In the Most Relaxing 
Atmosphefe infcu/n 

THE QA36 3UNKEM 
LOUNGE 

The Happy Hour ts Da#v 
horn 500 to 7 OO P.M. 
Order Mdut Favourite Drink 
and the Next One is on us. 


EVERY NIGHT WE PRIZE 
WEEKEND STAY AT 


£) yuv Amman 





JORDAN TIMES. SAlUSflAY JANUARY T7 



VIEW FROM AMMAN 


^Or.Kam^/^JUMr 


The Iran-lraq war: The dream and the reality 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Friday’s 


Al Ra’i: Conditions for a just peace 

IN an interview with die A1 Shaiq radio station in Paris, King Hussein 
yiirf the international community should implement the UN. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 and should reach a 
per man ent and just solution for the Palestine problem- This 
■ statement implies that negotiations at an international conference 
are not an objective by themselves though they are being held imder 
UN. auspices. The objective of such conference is reaching an 
international formula for the implementation of the two resolutions 
and settling the Palestine problem- This statement has come to 
expose Israel's propaganda campaign with which it is trying to 
convince the world that negotiations between the Arabs and Israel 
should not be tied to pre-conditions or resolutions. With this Israel 
tres to convince the world that the negotiations should not be under 
any conditions and for this reason Tel Aviv has been rejecting the 
idea of aa international conference which is pr ima r il y aimed at 
implementing UN. resolutions. Israel wants negotiations without a 
limited aim and talks that can help it achieve its own objectives. But 
we are relieved to feel that the European Community has become 
convinced of the need for an international conference to bring about 
a lastkig peace and end Israel's occupation of Arab land. 

‘Al Dustour: Jordan campaigns for peace 

KINO Hussein's speeches dehvered in the French capital and ins 
talks with European leaders centered among other things on the 
Iran-Iraq war and its grave consequences on the Middle East region 
as a whole. The King's concern over the situation was reflected in an 
official Jord anian statement Thursday in which this country voiced 
support for the United Nations secretary generaTs can for a Security 
Council session to discuss the Gulf war. Jordan has since the very 
begkmmg of the war realised that this conflict wffl benefit (hie 
enemies of the Arab and Muslim countries because it drams away 
their resources and their power. Jordan has therefore backed the 
UN. call as a fresh bid to find a solution to the conflict- The United 
Nations, among other organisations world wide, had tried without 
success ro far to end the amflict and the tragedy and it is hoped that 
. the Security Council will now embark on a new.oomse of action that 
would lead to a settlement. UN. Secretaiy General Javier Perez de 
Giellar has called for a mcetmg of wise people who, he said, can put 
an end to the bloodshed and the coatinuois loss of life. In his talks 
with French leaders King Hussein referred to the Gulf War as the 
second serious threat to world peace and pointed to Iraq’s acceptance 
of all peace bids and to Iran’s rejection of initiatives to end the war. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Campaigning for real peace 

KING Hussein is acting as a light in the dark, trying amidst of a weak 
Arab situation and a near to collapse in Arab solidarity to make the 
nation rise once again. The King las been calling for a unity of action 
and for the establishment of real peace. In Pam, as he did in other 
European capitals and in Asia and everywhere he has visited, die. 
King has made his voice heard loud and dear, calling for real peace. 
In his statement to the Le Monde newspaper and Monte Carlo 
Radio, King Hussein agam spoke of the Jordanian effort to convene 
an international conference that car achieve the aspired peace. The 
Soviet Union, France and other countries have backed the call for 
such conference which is designed to implement UN. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338, and can find a lasting settlement 
for the Palestine problem. But against the King’s endeavours brad 
has been calling Ira: the convening of a preparatory committee to 
prepare for the international conference and for direct negotiations 
between the Arabs and Israel while at the same time it continues to 
cany on t aggression on Arab countries, and to receive support for its 
actions from the United States. However banl Israel tries to dissuade 
the world from the idea of an interoatioal conference it cannot 
succeed in its attempt despite U-S- hacking. 

Thursday’s 

Al Ra’i: King paves the way 

NOW that King Husseia's visit to France has ended, one can say that 
the ground has been paved for the first step towards convening an 
international peace conference on the Middle East. The visitsecured- 
France’s total support for proposed conference and helped to foil 
Israefs drive to dissuade Europe from helping to convene the 
international parley. King Hussein was quite frank in issuing wanting' 
for the United States against producing another alternative to the 
idea of the peace conference because, be said, such idea would end in 
failure. We should also po in trait that the European role is considered 
vital for convkiring the United States in accepting the idea of this 
conference and also in taking active part in it. The French prime 
minister has promised to involve his countiy in such an affair and to 
prepare a suitable climate for the conference. King Hussem’s visit to 
Europe is to be regarded as a fresh and serious attempt in pre paring 
the ground for a lastmg peace in the Middle East region. The Arab 
countries will no doubt benefit from the development, since it will 
break the deadlock in the search for a solution to their major 
problem. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Jordan ensures EC support 

THE international conference which has been called for by Jordan 
and which has been supported by numerous peace loving nations is 
one which wiD be comprehensive aa d therefore bound to yield a 
lastmg and honourable peace. The idea of the conference has become 
acceptable and dear for the international community and this 
situation has assumed more significance with foe King’s visit to 
France where be discussed the subject with French leaders. But 
unfortunately this endeavour is being confronted with a U.S .-Israeli 
attempt to underline the idea of an international conference simply 
for the sake of enabling Israel to liquidate the Palestine problem and 
implement Zionist plans in the Arab region. As Jordan is escalating 
its efforts for the convening of an inte rnatio nal conference the 
United States and Israel continue to obstruct such efforts by 
proposing preparatory meetings and direct negotiations between the 
parties involved m the Arab-IsraeliconfficLTUs attempt was dekr in 
a recent mission to the Middle East carried out by U.S. envoy 
Richard Murphy who failed to achieve anything for hi 
administration. The United States has been adoptmg Israel's views 
and striving to bring about direct uegotations that can lead only to 
partial agreements which in turn would perpetuate Israel's 
occupationof Palestinian land and enable Israel to dnr?out the Arab 
people from their homeland. 


THE Iranian] war is an example par eaceflence of a situation 
where man's passions overtake his reason bfindtng imn to the 
rfgmagf he is doing not only to others but ultimately to himself as 
wdL Tins past week Iran tannehed its twenty seventh major attack 
« nre the commencement of hostilities seven years ago. As is die 
case with any to where one of the combatants drinks he is fighting 
for a fodorientisskm, a sacred came or a matter of destiny, tbe war 
is bound to escalate in its ferociousness and destruction. On 
Jammy 11, 1987 Iraq was forced to atta c k the city erf Qum, tbe 
residence of die Timm AyatoQah RnboOah Khanena: a step 

rali n fataH to not only physical but Tw jrta l t fama op and 

s piri t ua l angnrdi as mjl Oarr fly, thk na^-mtngty e nrffess, and 

to many irrational conflict, has escalated to a total war. It was 
boand to escalate considering the Iranian view that it is a total war, 
not a limited one, the Iraqi initial view. From bonder dashes to 

m il it a r y r ainpaig m and jnw m anqs mtn aarii others t er r ito ries it 

escalated to blockades, then to inflicting damage on economi c 
installations and then it degenerated into the final escalation of 
bitting dvOian targets. Each blow on a dvifian target deepens the 
wound of animosity and hatred and calk for revenge. 

The damage done to the soul of the area, especially tbe 
belligerents, c ann ot be calculated nor will it be re pai red qmckty. 
Some Western writers have already begun calling it, cafiousty, tbe 
“forgot t en war*. How can It teTbigotten in a region that forgets 
nothing? A region where tbe tragedies of centuries ago axe still 
celebrated with fierce passion as if they happened yesterday? Tbs 
bt«f Iranian attack on Iraq « raHwri Karimb five, harking bade to 
the maitynkni of the Imam Al Hussein at the town of Karbala in 
6S0 AD. This day <rf terrible moaning, Ashma feDs On tite tenth of 


Deng’s reforms 
exorcise Mao 

After s ar vn mg its waist ec onom ic crisis yet, Deng Xiaoping’s 
government bas kept modexmsatkm on the mad in China and 
started new re fo rm s. But when tbe eJderiy leader goes, tbe 
try-it-and-see attitude winch has worked so well migh t go too. 
Cobs MacDoogafl weighs up the chances for China. 


WHEN tite history of post-Mao 
China comes to be written, 1966 
coaid be seen as the year when 
Deng JQaopmg’s fe«k«iiip 
fought a dedans battle against its 
opponents. After last year surviv- 
ing tbe waist wmnntir mas 
since it came to power, it has kept 
modernisation on the road, 
started new reforms and above all 
been seen to keep cool in the face 
of criticism. 

In foreign affaint , it has 
brought the relati onship with its 
neighbour the Soviet Union to 
the point where a healing of tbe 
26-year-old split has begun to 
look possible. Though China re- 
sponded cautiously to Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s Vladivostok speech 
in July, trade and other contacts 
with tbe USSR are rising. 

Today, Peking’s foreign policy 
is to maui tain good relations on 
the widest front so that mod- 
ernisation at- 1 mm ran p roc eed 
araSstmbed. * ‘ 

Deng’s final and biggest prob~ _ 
lean, that of tbe suc c essi on , is yet 
to come. Even leaders of his 
choke (and he may not be able to 
choose) will have difficulty keep- 
ing the refrain momentum going, 
became none of ihwn have ins 
commandin g mflnence. And the 
reform itself may, like last year, 
gene r ate difficulties winch wffl 
reverse the programme. 

Deng made hnnseff vulnerable 
m 1985 by losing cont ro l of the 
econo my . Last year’s fall in grain 
output, inflation and co rrupti on 
SMiwfati provided ammunition to 
Ins conservative opponents for a 
ca mpaign from which be and ins 
colleagues have emerged bruised 
but unbowed. But he has now 
kept refonn on tite road for eight 
years. Every day longer that it 
and he survive gives a better 
chance for the long run. 

The moves winch caused the 
mo6t trouble in 1985 — more 

freedom for - the farmriM and 

price reform — were temporarily 
shelved but Deng has kept the 
ball rolling with other innova- 
tions. Political reform resurfaced 
in nrid-smnmer when a press de- 
bate on rntdlednal freedom 
switched suddenly to a discussion 
of sbeknting party control. 

The points raised were l ater 
di s mi sse d as only “scholars* 
views,” and Deng told foreign 
visitors the issue would not 
emerge again tffl next year. But it 
is still being discussed by what 
marry befieve to be Deng’s think- 
tank, the Academy of Social Sri- 
cpces. 

“We hope to make tite political 
rngghanixni mwii more nhowd, 
with democracy and the rule of 
law as the moving spirit,” Profes- 
sor Zhao Fusan says. 

“Tins wffl lead to tite question, . 
what wffl be the nde of tbe 
party?” P ro fessor Zhao ind ic ated 
that defining it could mean estab- 
lishing a “checks and balances” 
^sun, though be believed this 
—l ild need years to take shape. 

Even in die economy, new 
refo r m s like the sale of hninris and 
and ifo of 

contract labour instead of lifelong 
employment have taken off. And 
the vigour of the private economy 
sector is i mp ressi v e. The free 
market in Lanzhou, capital of 
Gansu province, for example, has 
become a trade centre for China. 

Villagers from Lanzhou’s sub- 
urbs flog their privately -purch- 
ased trucks hundreds of miles to 
Sichuan or Qinghai to buy 
oranges or fish. Traders from 
far-off provinces come with do- 
llimg or furniture, to sell on 
Lanzhou’s streets. This is in-, 
crea&ngty different from the ori- 
ginal notion of a local farmer 
seffing his own eggs or cabbage in 
the nearest dty. 


The private economy plays a 
key role in diminishing nnem- 
ptoyment. ftifoa Haims today it 
has few young people “waiting 
fin 1 jobs.” This is not wboDy true, 
but Peking has defused what was 
an explosive issue five years ago. 

In spite of all this good news, 
Deng’s problems are far from 
over. Even some younger men in 
his own hatoriap — Deputy 
Premier Li Peng, fra instance — 
appear to favour a centrally plan- 
ned, - tarao -project-oriented 
Soviet approach more than Deng- 
type nKfividnafism. When the 
octogenarian leader goes, the tzy- 
it-and-see attitude which has 
h nm i ghr flimai SO «mirl» benefit 
might go too. 

Even under Deng, the political 
reform may not get far off the 
ground, it seems inconceivable 
flat any Co mmun ist Party should 
wfflmgty give up power. 

The party “rectification” be- 
- gun three-years ago, intended to 
; weed qat the mobs who joined 
H ining the Cultural Revolution, 
has trickled away mto an inoffen- 
sive “re-education” movement. 
And without political reform, 
winch at the least would give 

iiiniugfn, and fijifiK fiiwlnm to 

make decisions, economic reform 
wffl be a failure. 

The much-touted legal system, 
though b et t er than the vacuum 
which preceded it, does not pro- 
vide justice as viewed in the 
West. The traditional notion that 
anyone in tbe hands of the law , 
most be guilty lingers on, and 
there esems little dnmee at a trial 
of adequate d efen c e . Torture by 
the pofice is widespread, accord- 
ing to senior law officials re- 
ported m the Chinese haeefia. 

Al t hou g h tire government has 
the economy under control, there 
are nnderfymg problems which it 
has not solved. The key issue of. 
bow to give factory managers 
more power without sending the 
economy off the nils remains to 
be solved. 

If in future the reform goes 
badly wrong — such as producing 
mBatxm — there could be 
popular demand for a return to 
the old stable, if nnprodnetive, 
centrally-planned system. Hns 
wooM be disastrous, since central 
planning has already shown itself 
incapable of meeting China’s 
needs. 

Deng is srtliirg on unpredict- 
able social issues which could 
explode at any time. One is high- 
level corruption, less overt than 
in its 1985 heyday but still man- 
ifest even to outsiders in tire way 
senior officials’ relatives are 
promoted or given trips to the 
West. 

Another issue is the divisive 
policy of investing where returns 
are greatest, in the relatively skfl- 
led and prosperous east. This is 
enhanced by tbe growing afflu- 
ence of the dty suburbs com- 
pared with the deep countryside 

China officially admits to 60 
million firing in (fire poverty. It is 
a figure made easier to appreciate 
after watching a hatf-fiaMied 
plate of dumplings snatched from 
the table in a restaurant in central 
Peking and wolfed down by hun- 
gry citizens. 

Perhaps most important for the 
long term is better education. 
Many millions of Qriaese are 
illiterate. Continued ignorance 
wffl thre a t en tite economic re- 
form and even - the proposed small 
measure of political change. 

Mayfac Deng should use his last 
years in an effort to consofidale 
his lefon n by making sure that 

education gets the money it needs 
to taro out skilled and innovative 
people — financial Times fea- 
ture. 


M n ha rr J wn in the Ma m i e . Hijr a cal en d a r Surety it is cdCOhtedlO 

arouse passion and to awaken hatreds. Against all the precept s of 
logic, neaghboarimess even refigions ties, Iran refuses to faxmg the 
. conflict to an hono rable condnaon. ft is as tf the whole region « 
galloping into a dark cave. And, where once ft held vram-i* 
wisdom mid tiro dess beauty, it seems as if ft de ge ne ra ted into 
semfity and loss of hope: as if too preoccupied in preserving, indeed 
re sur re cting the past, instead of looking tow ar ds the future. 

It is an unusual conflict partly hmnama* ft has no be auty or 
elegance in it and parity becaase ft has no came, though Iran flunks 
it does have one. Several factors con tribute to die PB Bq umr g of 
tins conffict, chief among them is the fact tint it is b et w ee n two 
developing nations that rimdd be d e v el oping not destroy in g. 
Between two neighbours that riiare a common refignos bentage 
and have broken bread and eaten salt with each otter. Secondly 
because of its nnusnajty k»g fatrafinn and especially became it is 
between two Third World nations. Thirdly because it basvaratatert 

to snHi p ny w tiniK that it y cont mnafi o n 1 «« trriy h ym mr. another 

strategic goal of farad. A few weeks ago nhmster Arid Sharon 
remarked that it will be a catastrophe if ban won the war bat a 
greater calamity if Iraq won. On a nother later occasi on he added 
that Israel hopes the war wffl go on forever, and if ft mast end, it 
should end with no winner and no loser; and if there most be a loser 
it is better ff it were Iraq. 

In retro spect the view etthe war by the combatants was radically 
differ e nt : Iraq hoped it would be a fronted one whereas fan 
thought of it as a total war giving it a historic opportunity to 
xesnrrect the anrient glory of iraa. Tins, among many other factors 

hHps w plam the fimwiMS flfllK' i n my r n riw tnwuan attxfe It is 


ahn aw um io ii il muflift hi VJCW Of tite VOfante of featt fad 
it Hastlnis far enlnacd. TI» PSycfaO^ 

is erecting, on top of the old ones, add anotedmienm fo ils 

mriqocaess and tire m a regkwtlraisaflc ames th e scare <rf the part 
of honour or passports to the fatpre: a region fort gtiS 


H a ngin g ft is a unxgue, though a dreadK coafS ct. 
Consider flatftfifooglit m one of the most strategic locations in 
flu- vrorid, a region that abo happens to be the semroe, inde ed the 
majnr ■spring ofenergy. a icpon coaadtJtd T&iJ »ifal by the worid 
powers, the super and those not so super, and yet no scrims 
wttywi r* haw been made to bring the conffict to a cou rfris i m Why? 

And why is Iran so adamant m even coatmn p fa ri ng ora flowipg 
c o nte m p latio n by others, .to bring the conffict to a 
■tfemaii? Many observers believe that tins last major a ttac k , 
fwHwh five, was designed to andcreanc^b rfMrtjand an y anio ns 
copadcratioB ty iw^mimion of Islamic confacuce to be held 

Ert^rtwsmn nftmKiiwA This may indeed be the case. aMnrerii ft 
is not an altogether salrJariniy an swer. Hus leaves us with the 
qnffiaifflB of riat Iran realty wants. Tnriy, what does Iran want? 
riving iw the heart of ccmfijctmg dramas.often caves one to l ose 
sight of what k now h ap pe ni ng and what is sought ip the future. As 
tiie of the is stretched beyond afi logical 

p wynrtinwt the answer may be a simple one: Iran of today wants 
rtv» mpii K of yesterday. And why not if one operates from a 

nwlUm l point and thinks the SMliflCe. hOWCVCr CQPfglOOS. . 

and tiie *nffc » in g, however bad, is worth the cause. For those, 
especially those out of step with their times, the dream which to 
ottos may be the nightmare , is the ultimate rcafity. 


Reagan under pressure as talks resume 


By WSan Scaffy 

Hester 

WASHINGTON — Superpower 

imfteff ar m s fa Tire resumed 

Thursday in Geneva with a badly 
weakened Reagan a dm i n is t ration 
under congressional pressure to 
make progress. 

Moscow has been 
pub&cty that it w ar ds to talk 
seriously — but a nalysts say it is 
looking fin flenbffity on 
Washington's part, while chief 
U-S. negotiator Max Kampd- 
man s ays be is taking no new 
ini ti a ti ves to the Geneva talks. 

The latest ramd, expected to 
run about six weeks, follows 
negotiations over the last 22 
moathsandtwoU^.-Sovietsnni- 
mhs that have left unresolved tiie 
key dispute over President 
Reagan’s “Star Wars” nrissSe- 
dcfeoce prog ramm e. 

Spending on the programme, 
officially the Strategic De- 
fence Initiative (SOI), and on 
Reagan’s $312 Iriffion defence 


budget is under attack in Con- 
gress where newly assertive 
Democrats — who now control 
both booses for tiie first time 
since Reagan took office in 1981 
— are pressing for movement on 
jfflyc control, 

On top of tins, die azmsfer- 

Ifflu scsodsl Fp k’ fr ‘ifimwidittj tbe 
political power which enabled 
Reagan to launch the biggest 

U.S. i niBlawr y I m iMn p in peace- 
time 3>tiH fo tfiff 

arms control agenda until now. 

It has abo caiised an upheaval 
eq ins National S ecurity Council 
(NSC), shaken last November by 
tiie resignation of then-director 
John Poindexter and die firing of 
his aide. Marine Iie u te n ant -Od- 
ood Oliver North, amid revela- 
tions that U.S. axms had been 
sold secretly to Iran and proceeds 
diverted to U.S. -backed “contra” 
rebels in Nicaragua. 

The NSC has yet to settle down 
raider its new dire c to r , Frank' 
Caxlncd, who jnhmtg Ite la* off 
m e diating b e tw een tiie State and 


Defence Departments on arms 
control questions. 

Anatysts say Reagan’s political 
troubles are doubtless being care- 
fully watched in Moscow. 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has emphasised his readi- 
ness for “real talks” on unclear 
weapons cuts and has named first 
deputy Foreign Minister Yun 
Vorootsov to replace Viktor Kar- 
pov as chief Soviet negotiator. 

The move was welcomed in 
Was hin gton where Kampefanan, 
tiie drief U-S- negotiator, sug- 
gested Vorontsov might have 

dout m Moscow and more “run- 
ning room” m tiie negotiation 
thaw Karpov. 

K j impr ima n WHS twwnftd State 

Department counsellor, an eleva- 
tion in O a li i that n Bi r a h caiH 
might impre s s on the Soviet ride 
that Washington was giving more 
weigjit to the negotiator’s job. 

The Soviet Union, while emph- 
urimra nm H iivw to talk, has 
p flAiiiukl ■ n about rela- 
tions with the United States. 


King urges active Italian role 


(Coo famed bum page 1) 

whole region will be charac teri sed 
by great instability” 

Official sources quoted by 
Reuter said King Hussein 
identified the biggest obstruction 
to peace in the region as the 
Lebanese war and the GulT 
confEcL 

According to the sources, there, 
was no mention, durng the talks, ‘ 
of last week’s visit by Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Fezes, 
who told reporters that the King’s 
presence would create an 
excellent opportunity fbrrevivHig 
Middle East peace efforts. 

Italian leaders played down 
suggestions by Mr. Feres that 
Rome could act as a pomt of 
contact in such a peace process. 

Mr. Craxi, according to Reuter, 
flatly denied a remark by the 
Israeli leader that he had left a 
message here for the King. 

They have also thrown cold 
wateron Mr. Peres’ statement that 
tiie Middle East was doser to 
peace than ever before, and that- 
Kiog Hussein's trip here would 
provide an opportunity for 
relaunching negotiations that 
could lead to a peace conference 
between Jordaoians, PaJestmians 


aid Israelis. tension has frozen any chances of 

Mr. Andreotti . said he intentional a^ou to end 
wondered on what basis the Israeli ton-fan war which couki 

| foreign mxiister had nude his 10 otbcr natlons m *»* 

remark and one gov ernmen t _ 

source said Thursday “it does not Hahan police mounted a major 

seem to us that peaces very near. °Pf I X' an «nmd Kmg 

In fact, the situa^miscoin^eteiy 

jjjjjol r. ^ 3 their visit to the Rome City Hall 

He said that Italy was sceptical ^ umc ™ ' * 

about the possiifflties at present Unknown iSokbex on Fridqy . 
of an international peace T he R oyal ^co uple _ rs 
conference and said many **£5 

problems needed to be resolved 
before this kind of meefarg couki ^ ”” ^ 

take place. I r . 


Analysts say Moscow is care- 
fiffly watching Reagan's crisis on 
the Iran-contra issue and i s fike ty 
to tailor its po&ries a cc ordi n gl y . 

“They axe serious about taDc- 
ing, winch does not mean they 
would offer tiie president a help- 
ing hand,” Dnmtri Sows, a 
Soviet expert with tiie Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace, said in an in terview . 

Simes said Moscow would be 
ready to explore any U.S flexibil- 
ity. Bat he added: 

“FaxtkuLaxiy during the Iran- 
contra affair, they will go out of 
their way not to sound posi ti ve 
and op timistic unless they got 
so m et hi ng from the preridenL” 
Stines p red ic ted that Reagan 
meanwhile would find his efforts 
to get a three percent i ncrease in 
tire defence budget directly fink- 
ed to whether he was consdered 
serious on arms control. 

He said he saw no agp the 

ad lmhihha tim yet mxV (fas 

needed decisions on these poli- 
cies. 


Jordan’s Ambassador to Italy 3 • 
Tareq MadL ■ - 

Mr. Masri also held a separate ^ 
meeting with Mr. Andreotti bn 
Thursday in which they discussed 
world issues in general and 
deMekjpmeuts in the Middle East 
region in particular. 

King Hussem and Queen Noor 
arrived here from Paris at the 
invitation of the Italian President 
and Mrs. Cossiga, and are 
scheduled to have an 'audience 
with Pope John f^ul iu Vatican on 
Saturday. 


In his dinner speech Thursday, 
the King said the longer load 
occupied the Arab territories the 
more regional and international 
difficulties racxeased, with the 
Middle East conffict taking new 
forms such as terrorism. 

He said te r ro rism shook! not be 
allowed to take attention away 
from the region's food amen tad 
problems and that the essence of 
tbe conffict was the oeexasily for 
Israel to ead occupation. 

The K i n g added that because of 
IscaeTs obstinacy and tension, 
between superpowers, an 
international peace conference 
was currently impossMe. “Such 



Khatib returns from Syria 


(Continued from page 1) 
positions. 

Mr. Khatib said: “Jordan 
believes solidarity among Arab 
countries and coordination iu 
their efforts should continue so 
that efforts for convening an 
international conference cm fly 
Middle East can succeed. 

The Arab 1 eap«* committee 
Thursday ended the first stage off 
its mzSSXTQ airnari at Pndmg rfw» 
"‘camps war” between 
Palestinians and Shfite Muslim 


militiamen in Lebanon, 
committee Chairman Ahmad 
Taleb Xbrahani said. 

Snrak wig to reporters after talks 
with President Assad, Mr. 
Ibrahimi said the conmuttee 
would resume its mission at the 
end of tbe mouth. 

Asked if the committee would 
again visit Damascus and Beirut, 
he said: “This wffl be deckled in 
tbe l%bt of contacts to be made by 
the co mmittee and tbe Arab 
Leagu e secretariat in Trans.” 


Iraq repels Iranian attack 


(Continued from page 1) 
especially high on the Iranian side 
becaase of frontal assaults,” said 
one Pentagon offi cial. 

Pentagon and State 
Department officials told Reutecs 
Friday that fighting round Basra 
had slowed somewhat in the past 
24 hours after Iraq on Wednesday 
appeared to halt Iran’s second 
thrust toward foe dty in the past 
three weeks. 

Some fighting continues, but 

Iraqi forces have retaken some of 
the laid taken earfier by Iran on 
the Iraqi side of the Shatt Al Azab 
waterway. 

State Department spokesman 
Charies Redman told reporter s 


ended its military probe launched 
earlier in the week farther to the 
north on the central front. 

Redman said, “tire Iranian 
attack was an unsuccessful probe 
against Iraqi defences. The 


positions attacked by the Iranians 
appeared to have Stde strategic 
significance” 

“Fighting in foe Basra sector 
con tamed, although the Iraqis 
have stopped tire Iranian forward 
thrust,” be said. But .he added 
that, “Iran still mamtains its 
modest territorial gains m the 
area” 

hi Tehran, Iran’s top war 
spokesman said Friday that 
seizing Basra was not the akn of a 

week-long offensive. 

“Entering Basra is no problem. 
It is possliie for os to choose a 
narrow corridor and go ahead, but 
this is not the aim,” Pariiajpeataiy 
Speaker All Akbar Hasbemi 
Rafsanjaoi told worshippers at 
Tehran’s mas Friday prayer 
meeti ng. 

But be added: “We should 
settle accounts with Iraq near 
Basra ., this is where foe fate of 
'the war shraiM he deter mined ” . 


UjlU JUufiyi Sjto 
tuj&aJI OfeUcud! SjSId 
MNEHT OF PUBLIC WORKS 
GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 


ADVERTISEMENT 
Central Tenders No. (11/87, 12/87) 
AQABA BACK-ROAD PROJECT 

It is ajk fch d that the Jordanhra Government wffl receive 
loans from Saadi fend for Development, to finance 
partially tiie above-mentioned project, and the MftoKtry of 
Phfafic Works is hereby inviting bids from preqaa&Ged 
local, Arab and forei^ companies and joint v e n t ures 
according to tbe folloiriag: 

(1) - Project Description: 

The project consists of two sections: 

Section (A) (Tender No. 11/87) which includes a 
separate grade interchange and 15 km. Main road 
connectng wadi Yutum to the Spur Intersection, and 6 
km. spur to the Coastal Highway. It also includes (6) 
bridges. 

Approximate quantities: (4) mill. cu.m, earthwork and 

(20.000) cu jn. reinforced concrete. 

Section (B) (Tender No. 12/87) which includes 11 km. 
of Main road ending at the Coastal Highway near Wadi 
2, and the flood protection channel of Wadi 2, and an 
interchange. 

Approximate quantities: (3) mill. cu.m, earthwork and 

(5.000) cu jn. reinforced concrete and (130,000) cujti. 
Gabions. 

(2 ) - The cost of the tender document will be a 

non-refundable sum of JD 1 ,000 for the first copy 
and JD 300 for the second copy. 

(3) - The deadine for obtaining tender documents from. 

the Ministry of Public Works in Amman is March 
14th, 1987. 

(4) - The tender is divided into two sections and award 

will be according to the decision of the Central 
Tenders Committee. 

No stipulation or condition from any tenderer for . 
the award of the two sections together will be 
accepted. 

(5) - Tenders shall be submitted to the Government 

Tenders Directorate in Amman not laterthan 12:00 
noon on Saturday, March 28th, 1987. 

Chairman, ■ 
centra! Tenders Committee 
P-O. Box 1220 






Scattered notes for scattered times 



IT has been a white sbacc I last note. That is doe to 
sewed se a s on s. The fact that I got la ay, or busy as I 
•pfe to afl it, coupled with the frast rati cn out of not 
■pfofis farrg several of 119 articles, left me oat of the 
writing cyde for some tim. 

- I am not a jnofaaional w rit er. I therefore do not 
posses the abtitty of sitting down and writing an article 
whenever one is due, I am driven is what I mote by ny 
' fcefings, and if these happen nett to rnmririr ai the tone 
with those of the et&or, i cannot swi tc h them off and 


constantly, kept from voioiig Ins views, be nright ei ther 
get frustrated and give up the whole process or, more 
d an gero usly, sent resorting to tangential subjects dot 
hA substance and arc of tittte iiiipumnce to society. 
That k a tra p that k f fiffimtt not Bl fall IlltD. Bdl I do 

befieve that one dwoM try one’s best not to abando n 

im pmuml and ijwv w lew oOOhOKQid 09KS 


Aral wink d i ffe w nt voices rose in protest of snch a 
fw^ > ii ng derision, none could residt in an organised 
effort to save the cafe from dcrtfrortimi. 

Al-Mngbralri Cafe is a thing of the past now. I 
suggest, however, that p a rl i ame n t enact a tawprescrv- 


of jdeas will soffer drastically. 




nxy editor's request to avoid sen s itive subjects at times 
and resort to “safe” ones that would not offend 

_ ■ • anybody. I have tried several times n the jpast to n. new days ago, uk my w wo ■«»;■ 

Tf|lv|||Ja .pBEscne the coptn mft y of my cotanan by a s suring that ifai yipAw i * small cafe at the entrance of the at? as 

I a 1V1 I 1 Vfl one appears every two weeks rcganflras of the degree of p«t 3 «*«»• “A| 4faytaahi" &fe • * • 

_ 10 .emotional support I had for fL I have never fob , k oaky about fotty yeas old, but it symbolises the 

CfrOjflht oomforiahie with that idea, however, Ihete are several- meeting place of many of Jordan's modem day pofifr- Record?, 1 ******** a computer confercxuc h 

firings one does that become part of one’s routine, but I dans who helped shape the country since the 1940’s, jVmman to discos national issues related to con 

‘ ■ hope writing will never become one of these firings for when the secondary school at Salt was one of die few fa imfan T Wng thr gafaenm 

Mq rwq n me. Unless of coarse, I want to make a Swing out of it! tearing learning centres in the Kingdom. Al a time tntr^p^-H by several observations about people 

,ai fvai I : A writer has a definite responsibility to keep a when we keep boasting about cot factory and txaAion havhw. 

Mnochor ariiHiiHim level of cootinmty with his readership. The we find ourselves tumble to preserve a small cafe that One observation which was very interesting ws 

IVIUCtt>ner fact is, howev er , that if he is directly or initeefly, bet holds some imp ortant seeds erf the growth of a nation. few people know how to present their subject. R 

Documentaries on JTV: Highly informative* relevant and timely 


A few days ago, the' city of Saifs mariqpa&fy 
tirmnfrhH a ™H cafe at the calupcr of the uiy as 

part nf a “hi-OTtt TM-jf in n " trfiww “AHfoghrabl" Orft 

b only about forty years old, but it sym bo lise s the 


ed *f «u n»R sach as die oik taken by the Salt 
mumripaSty. Nations around the worid spend foitanes 
to save their ra tio nal monmnents. I am positive that 
with just a Hwfe more money, an alternative rotation 
could have been i mpka nen te d that would have left 
AU Mnghrahi Cafe gfaucfi p g today. Unfortunately far 
bad] the chy of Salt and Jordan, that is not the case 
toaay. 


f«w^ who shape o»mtr y aw* the 1940’s, 

when the smw y fa y school at S*l* was one of die few 
Uw t ng if j i mii g y ff q tTpffy in tfe BogdonL At a tune 
rtqil htmtinp nor history and tra di l a t H i 

we find ourselves tobsMs to p re se rve a small cafe that 
ho fl d t yyra important seeds of <fe growth of a nation. 


• Recadiy, 2 a c o m p ut er conference bdd in 

Amman to tea national issues related to computer 
applications in Jordan. During the cxaifercacc I was 
ntfrig H by several observations about people’s be- 
haviour. 

One observation which was vexy interesting was that 

few people know how to present their subject. Regard- 


tea rrf tire tevd of compet e ncy of the speakers. I noticed 
very few who could deliver a dear prwHitaliflfl on then' 
subject of expertise. Most speakers either simply read 
the whole paper they had to present, or fell short of 
establishing a dear framework from which they could 
go into detags. Instead, presentations came largely 
scattered, unorganised, narrow, and lacking a general 
perspective. 

Almost none of the speakers stack to the" time alloted 
to him. Even though every one knew exactly how mnefa 
time they were given, few s eemed to have rehearsed 
their presentations earlier, and many did not seem to 
mind fai ri n g more time even after repeated reminders 
from the sessions’ chairmen. 

Hus is due, I think, to a tack of a manager’s view 
among us in general, and among our professionals in 
particular. We do not seem to have, on the middle 
management level, enough competency in a system's 
approach to problems that looks at details oily as part, 
of a general framework rather than as an end in itself. I 
hope that the Royal committee for Administrative 
reform would look at this problem seriously and provide 
f raming programmes for oar middle managers on 
proper m a na gement tools. 


JTV Channel 2 Preview 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 
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A M MAN — “The Africans", a 
doe mw a nau y series presen tl y 
being screened on JTV, has pro- 
wled great controversy in 
Europe, the United States, and 
the Third Wosdd. 

The trine-hour series <fa™e»s 
the influence of Istani ^ 
West ou Africa and dririmpact 
an its culture throughout the con- 
tinent's hi story. P resented by Afi 
Mazrm, professor of political sci- 
ence at the Vamaiiy of Mkhi- 
gm, rese arc h p ro feaw at die 
University of Jos in Ni geria and 
author of more than a dozen 
books on Africa, tire series por- 
trays an insider’s colourful view 
of Africa, its inhabitants, and its 
cahurc before and after the arriv- 
al of ontsi d en. A picture of the 
gftnUfef- between ndgsaoB and 
modern-day African erritme- «wd 
values and political confronta- 
tions afflicting the iw i tiuw it are 
faithfully projected in the BBC 
prochuction. 

Attboogfa there are rune epi- 
sodes of "The Africans,” only* 
wffl be presented by JTVj 
The fourth opcode was not defi- 

vexed to JIV because of a lawsuit 
filed by an African leader agamtf 
the BBC, and the «« is still in 
court. 

That episode discusses howi 
slave trade had a humg impact 
Cm African enmimw^iliwc- it set. 
village againtt vflhgc, tribe 
gainst tribe; arid allowed certain 
e mp ires to become rich aid nrtb- 
tess by tracfiug faranaus for gnus. 
The qrisode also shows how 
Eu ro p e an s had eaplnited the 
natnral wealth of Africa, ft pre- 
sents the view that “Africa <Ed 
more to help the development of 
the West than the other way 
round. Centres of population 
grew up around the hhbcs, poets 
and railway temriuah, starting a 
process of ur b ani s ation winch 
toed: the indigenous people away 
from agriculture and into the 
harsh realities of city Bfe, n 
accord i ng to tire dm rmieuMiy’s 


prom otio n leaflet. 

“ft is not an easy job to choose 
a good d o c ument ary 'became 


to JTV audience,” said Fatmeh 
Masri, head of the foreign prog- 
rammes selection at JTV since 
1985. “I try to select documentar- 
ies th«> are up-to-date amd that 
are related to c u r re nt e ven ts in 
the region,” she told the Jordan 
Times. 

Ms. Masri, who has been work- 
ing with JTV since 1969, said that 
she tries to choose series that 
would not only interest Jorda- 
nians, but also fbretgnexs who 
five here, and others in neigh- 
bouring countries where JTV is 
received, such as Syria, the West 
Bank, Palestine, and South Leba- 
non: “Eft imp ort a n t to choose 
varied, wfariMiiB B and ednea- 



Fatmeh Masri 

tionri documeMmies because TV 
is a major media tool that most 
people depend ou for under- 
.staiiflmg modern problems,” Ms. 
Mam added. 

Each jyear Ms. Masri travels to 
London, Cannes and Monte Car- 
lo where TV productions from aR 
over the wodd are exhibited. Hus 
gjvcs her a chance to see previews 
of new programmes, get new 
ideas, and to make new contacts, 
“esproiaHy with the smafi prodno; 


exs who usually make vexy good 
productions, fijee Anstrafians, for 

wampfe Ofhrt wralnp- *ri- 

C atjfic Aymn enta rii^" die 

emphasised. “If there is a timely 

n|yh miglrt 

the viewers, I order it If the 
tapes are ready, we receive the 
programme in aweek; otherwise, 
three weds,” Ms. Masri «kled. 
Before broadcasting the prog- 
rammes, they must first be evalu- 
ated by the censorship com- 
mittee. 

. Another method Ms. Masri 

■name m fh nnong j un gj r ai iims is by 
r ^a r l rng Kt wa t n i ft OU She 

rec eives weekly and monthly 
periodicals on new p g o ramm es 
from Europe and the U^- If 
something looks good to her, she 
re cei ves a «mple cassette to re- 
view ft to find out if ft is wo rth 
orde rin g the en tir e series. 

Ms. Masri said that one of the 
(fifficnities of choosing good and 
recent documentaries is that 
many of them are 10 to 14 hours 
long. “We don't know whether 
the viewers Kke the progr am mes 
or not. They might gpt bared witfo 
them, or they mjglit be too heavy 
for tire taste of the majority of the 
audience,” die said. 

Ms. Maori stressed ou the im- 
portance of andfonoe reaction, 
and said that JTV needs to hear' 
from the pubfic what they think 
of the pro gram mes. “We would 
like to receive more letters from 
-.our viewers teflmg us their opin- 
, jousou tfedocumrinesj other- 1 ' 
wise wie vSB never know what^ 
type of px ograitam estiiey prefer,”' 
& asserted. She added that the 
arp too I ~ ir [ v>ntiu, ‘ l 
and it may not be worth broad- 
casting a p rog ram me if people 
were not interested. Each 
doc um en ta r y episode costs 
approxim ately $600 on a oneye a r 
loan basis. 

A me mo rable documentary 
that appeared during the past 
year was “The Four Horsemen,". 
■ two episodes, ft shows the 
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The Africans — Wednesdays at foil 
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s up erpowers. “End of Empire” is 
another 14-hour series which 
attracted mnoi praise among 
wudiLwide The 

documentary, winch showed the 
Rrilwh empire's ited ine and its. 
tdtimate overthrow by Asians and 
-Africans, received a favourable 
reaction from the Jordanian view- 
ers, and some of its parts were 
i miHJiiiited more than once in 
response to tegh public demand. 


“Architecture at the Cros- 
sroads” which aided recently, 
had a large ap proval by tfaeview- 
exs, and Her Majesty Queen 
Near showed particular interest in 
the scries, accord i ng to Ms. Mas- 
rL The progra mme penetrates 
into the ma in tfianat amd tadte 
the worries that nm t h rough the 
wodd of modern-day 
architecture. “The Story off SOE” 
was also a snccess in Jordan. The 


of war, with specific eaqfoas on 
the major role played by the 



End of Empire 


eight hour documentary portrays 
one of die most secret operations 
<rf World Warll, and bow Special 
Operations Executive promoted 
sabotage and gnerxifla warfare in 
Ge rma n-occupied countries. 

“The Day the Universe 
Changed” is a new series that will 
soon be aired on JTV. The 10- 
hour Hnwimwitat y is presented- 
by James Burke who bad also-' 
wrote and narrated “Connec- 
.tians," winch im pr ess e d a large 
number of viewers when it was 
screened several months ago. 
Furthermore, “The Mogul” is a 
new series that is expected to 
attract JTV audience. 

Many JTV viewers interviewed 
by Ihe Jordan Tones said that 
they were vexy impressed with 
the documentaries because they 
were very recent and most of 
them were broadcast other at the 
same time as many countries in 
Europe and the U.S., or only 
shortly after. 

JTV has many more controver- 
sial and worthwhile doci wn eu tar - 
ies that win be aired on Channel 
2 . 


fe: Traditional Chinese medicine brings hope to paraplegics 
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Ji rrevi** 


By Xiong Lei 

A Chraese saying goes: “No doc- 
tors fike to cure paraplegia or be 
mast lose Iris feed” So paraplegia 
seems to be a for b idden area to 
many doctors. 

But Cheng Zhmar, a s k at i n g 
coach tinned doctor, does not 
befieve tins paralytic ooucfitioo is 
mcmableu In fact, he has estab- 
lishe d his fame in rehahifitatiqg 
paraplegics. 

ESs patients have been' 000- 
fiued to bed or wheelchair due to 
various causes: oexvical or verteb- 
ral injuries, stroke, congenital 
cerebellar hypoplasia, 
po&ouiyefitxs, etc. 

Over the past three decades. 
Dr. Cheng has triped more thm 
4,000 of such victuals ge t qp ou 
their own feet agrin. A m i mher 
of them are not only able to move 
around »wd take care of them- 1 
selves, but also able to Eft and 
cany heavy loads. They can take 
part in physical labour fike any 


The 56-year-old Cheng, prac- 
tising in Shenzhen, Gcaragdoug 
provisce, also works with ISje®- 
Amiham Rriiahifitatiop Hospital^ 
at Changping County in the 
nw t frav saburb of Bojug cueiy 
summer. The 40 patients 
accepted by this rastic hcwpftal 
say they have chased after n an 
from afi parts of the country — 
Inner Mongolia, Guirhon, 
Guangdong, Anhui, S hand o n g, 
aid others. 

Qrg of them is Yang Gan fin, a 
45-year-aM anny officer firan 
Guangzhou. He fefi from the 
my dming a gym ei ercise in 


Yang was certified a “sgerial- 
dass handi c ap ped” by Ins wori^ 
mm in accordance with the gov- 
ernment regulations. This mnamn 
be had physically lost Ins viability 
and had become entirety depen- 
dent. 

The desperate Yang tried all 
sorts of pec uli ar folk prescrip- 
tions that he could collect, m 
order to stand up again . “I eveu- 
took scorpions, cc xifty edes and 

things file** that for n um rit w ” he 

said, “but none of them worked.” 

Tiro yeats later he learned 
about Dr. Cheng from People’s 
Dafly. Cheng's 46 pa tie nt s m 
Harbin, Hdfougpaqg province, 
wrote a letter to the paper under 
tiie *»«fe “Hope” camnenfing 
both Cheng’s Mite and sense of 
respoaisribifity. A field report 
Bfiftniipanyinig the letter proved 
feat the doctor’s treatment was 
effective. 

T mm wK m dy , Yang turned to 
Qmg for iadp. He (fid not ex-, 
pect, a few months after he sent 
the letter to Cheng, that the 
factor would come to him in 

p t fr Bfl U u 

“I was overwhelmed by him at 
the very beginning,” Yang ex- 
phms tiie d octor's magic. “My 
Mbs osed to twitch eveiy time a 
person touched them, whether it 
was a doctor or colleague. When 


only rubs the patients’ muscles 
with palms of hk hands, but also 
ws Ms fingera, elbows, and even 
knees. Pfis movements over the 
pHi fe n ts arc hstinafiog to an 
observer. Sometimes be lords as 
if be were playing the piano, 
other times shadow boxing. 

“While we patients receive 
medical treatment,” explains 
Yang Ganlhi, “on-lookers also 
have an artistic treatment. Dr. 
Chess’s massage is co mfo rtable 
:to both body and mind.” 

Lin Jmgjbo, an experienced 
muse and wife of a pstiexBt, says 
Cheng’s massage “penetrates”' 


was gone, and I 


and gentleness at once.” 

Cheng’s mo ve ments look; way 
much like qigong, ancient 
•Chinese b re athing exercises, said 
to have medical effect. The doc- 
tor, however, denies he applies 

♦hat jart i in ltrr ftwritf. to hi* 

patients. “That might mystify my 
trea t ment,” be says. 

What he does e m ph a sise is 
fetiMHy Jo his “ft jg 

She fighting an enemy to activate 
paralysed nerves and stiff mus- 
cles. Hot you have to probe to 1 
see how strong the enemy is, then 
determine how you cm cope with 
ft.” Hus probing results m bis 
riaflrfHig finger and body move- 
ments. imw n ge. B inrit- 

vidnafised, tH fawtf from file' 


Another tradSticmal concept 
that influences Cheng's teatmcxit 
is “balanced movement.” The 
key concept here is “enihrai,” by 
wliach be means to motivate the 
patient: “Life exists only in 
m ovement. So afi my therapy is 
centered around this idea of 
motivation.” 

Sand bags are placed on the 
patient’s body to correct de- 
formed physical structure. Spfin- 
tere arc tied onto legs to help the 
pat ipn t keep balance «tid gain 
strength when trying to st and up 
and walk. Acu pu n ctu re and mas- 
„sage therapy activate paralysed 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

next to grindlays 

BANK 

fftike away service available 

Open daily Uz30 - 3:30 
and 6:30 - U:00 

AQABA 
Tel: 03-314415 


nerves and limbs. 

The last but not least important 
concept that Dr. Qmg regards 
.as ggagntiai is “mind concentra- 
tion,” whereby he advocates 
daring t he ferimp with the pa- 
tient 

“The doctor must share Ms 
patients' misery and be deter- 
mined to get rid of the pain,” he 


On tiie other hand, he adds, 
the patients should also concen- 
trate their wwntfc ou establishing 
confidence in their rehabilitation, 
and become willing to cooperate 
with the doctor. 


MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 

Fully Airconditioned 

Take may xvtiblile 

Open doty I2.-00 - 15 JO 
1800-23:30 

WwfiSuqra Road-ram- Traffic 


in hs ootid vertebra. 

“My fife was saved after I was 
nwi i wl to tiie hospital,” Yang 
recalls. “But my Dour fenba al- 
ways remained spasmotfic, and I 
could never get them 
amd. My hands were nervously 
A iyiwvi and I c&uld not gn»P 


-3 


The vexy next day Yang stood 
19 vritii the help of cratches for 
the first time in more than two 
years. In less fen one month 
after Dr. Cheng's treatment, 
Yang was able to stand til fay 
himself for a tittle while, and walk 
200 metres. • 

The treatment looks incredfoty 
simple at first gb*nce. Cheng oses 
no fancy memcme or app ara tus. 
Hb major weapons aphst the 
p a r aly s i s are no ioore than sand 
hags* ^Enters, needless far acu- 
puncture, and massage. 

Hr massage Is rariqoe. He not. 


The foeory behind ins treat- 
ment, Cheng says, is the “xy&- 
tematic concept” of the trafition- 
al Ctenese metfirine, winch dais 
with the patient as a whole. 

“We take everything into con- 
aderation,” he expfetes, “such as 
the Msttny of tiie patient's fondly » 
his social stares, cnfasral and edu- 
cational Iwdtp wi iid, nBghh wir- 
hood mid natural environment in 
winch he fives, the season when 
he falls ill, etc. In the case of 
p arapl egic s , we not onty fry to 
rehabilitate them physically, but 
aho pay attention to their 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agents aV onr tho marld 
Td: 664090-680852 
TU= 22305 BESUCO JO 
Cmbtmi Ha— 
pjd. ite aw 
AMMAH JORDAN 


Amnma, Jonfru 
Tel: G61922 


- CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarnouk 
Engineers' Housing 
' Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 


Open daily 12^30-3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight 


Cheng attributes 60 per cent of 
fas snccess to the patients’ coop-, 
eration: “If they are overtaken by 
a gloomy mood in that their lives 
have ended with paraplegia, and 
refuse to move, any kmd erf ther- 
apy, no matter how wonderful, 
wfli be powerless.” 

So far at least one thing has 
encouraged fahn. A number of his 
ex-patients have become rehabi- 
pfatinn (h^tnis after they reco- 
vered. “They are studying hard 
and rimng weS,” Cheng said. 

“Some of them have pro misi ng 
prospects” — China features. 


Igsf' CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 
TAIWAN TOUR1SMO 
Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 
Also take-away service 

■Open daily: Noon - 3:30 
pjn. <6 6:30 pjn. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle, 
opposite to 

Akftah Hospital ? 

Teh 641093 


J EVERY t 

1 pAY. r 

PEOPLE WHO UEEW 

MAINTENANCE 

TljfeQ SERVICES 

CALL Ui$! 


Electroluic 


P.O.Box 025229 AM MAN I 

3 TeL 6046171 E 


Sat. — Jan. 17, 1987 


&38 Music Box 

930 Dad’s Army 

l(h28 Feature FBm 
Shaft's Paradise 

Sfrniag: 

David Keyae 
Sadty Tayfcr 

Burn Hefts 

In the gold coast of Australia, an 
unknown person threatens the 
people in a coastal touristic area 
with his strong control over 
sharks which can, if released, 
destroy tourism, unless he is paid 
five mffK on do&ars. So a straight 
shooting cop, a g orgeous con girt 
and a trigbroDmg ex-CIA agent 
team Bp to discover and capture 
that “unknown.” 

Stool — Jan. 18, 1987 

830 Wire's the Boss 

| 9:18 New Doc. Series. 

The Duty The Dantne Changed 

flinrli tmm criHitifir Hk«w«y has 

forced mankind to change many 
of its most treasured behefs. 
Now, writer-prodneer James 
Brake poses tins question: if past 
views of the unr vexse were valid 
for their times, is our current 
view any better, or is it just 
differ e n t? Hhned in exotic loca- 
tions around tiie wodd, “The 
| Day The Universe Changed” 
shows where today’s perceptions 
came from — and offers a fhsri- 
nating and challenging glimpse of 
where we may afi be going. 

Ife2t Murder She Wrote 

Mon. — Jan. 19, 1987 


838 No Place like Home 


19-20 Special Programme 
The Mopk 

Three films on the splendours of 
the Mogul dynasties that inha- 
bited northern India in the sx- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries. 
The opulent lives of several 
Mogul emperors are iDustrated 
by the paintings, miniatures, 
sculpture, gardens and 
architectural plans that remain as 
their legacy. 

Toe. — Jan. 20, 1987 

830 Ever Decreasing Crocks 
Martin and his wife invite' some 



Thu first & boot 
CNnuso Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle,- Jabal Amman, 
near AMiyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-3 JO pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight 

I DJ. 638968 


CORFU 

OfcXlKTAVifcNA 

The First and Only Greek 
BRestaurant In Jordan 5 
H ToniGirr H 
S APID EVERY rilGHT S 

5 .ZORBA THE GREEK. S 

E3 LOCATED- § 

« JJLBAL AMUAN.aND QROJE ggS 
Q OPP FRENCH LOAF B 

C3 tel:B«iS8S no cs««i ou«a P51 


friends to bmcb, bat one of the 
guests brings his girl friend and 
introduces her as his wife. Bui 
what will happen when tris real 
wife shows up? 

9ri)G Variety Show 

l(h20 Tire Fourth Arm 
Ep. 3 

When major Gallagher returns 
freon France, he is given the 
gO-ahead to select and train a. 
tram of volunteers whose ulti- 
mate gpal wfll be to penetrate the 
complex, obtain the latest in- 
formation about the V-weapons 
and then destroy it. 

Wed. — Jan. 21,1987 

8:30 Three’s Company 

9:10 Doc. — The Africans 

The arbitrary colonial bound- 
aries, which spread across tire 
continent, divided some 2nd cor- 
ralled others. Within these artifi- 
cial frontiers the urge to be free 
from tire colonial ychs gahicd 
force, and exploded in tire Man 
Man rebellion of 1953, which set 
tire wheels in motion for the 
independence of Kenya. 

Ife28 Best Sclkr 
Aspen 

Thor. — Jan. 22, 1987 

8£0 Comedy- Scries 

9:18 Remington Stede 
Spring Time for Stede 

Remington and Laura become 
entangled with a singer who is 
convinced that someone is out to 
kill her. 

Ife20 Feature FBm 

j --H_ 

reams 

Stoning; 

George C. Scott 
Jnfie Christie 

A doctor’s life is disrupted by his 
meeting and loving a kooky girl 
who has fatuity problems. 

Fri. — Jan. 23, 1987 


830 Throb 

9:18 Fateuu Crest 
Corel of the Valley 

l(h20 Paradise Postponed 
Loving in The Past 

Henry and Agnes are in LA 
where Agpes becomes increasing-' 
ty disillusio ned with both Holly- 
wood and Henry. 


The least expensive 
service for your urgent 
documents and small 
parcels, desk to desk, 
worldwide. 

For a pick up 

Call 664931-664590 / 
Amman 















Navratilova and Mandlikova 
advance in Australian Open 


MELBOURNE, Australia (Agencies) — Defending 
champion Martina Navratilova of the United States 
stayed on coarse toward her fourth women’s 
singles title Friday in the $1*65 million Australian 
Open tennis championships. 

She breezed past compatriot enced West German Sylvia Hani- 


oommam 


Camille Benjamin 6-2, 6-1 in the 
third-round match at Kooyong. 

Navratilova had to conquer not 
only Benjamin, but a freakish, 
gusty wind that made life un- 
pleasant for all the pfayere on the 
fifth day of the tournament. 

Second-seeded Hana Mandli- 
kova of Czechoslovakia, the Au- 
stralian Open champion in 1980, 
and third-seeded American Pam 
Shriver also scored straight sets 
victories to advance to the last 16. 
English no. 4 Anne Hobbs upset 
ISth-seeded Australian Dianne 
Balestrat. 

Navratilova, 30, took less than 
an hour to overpower former 
French Open semi-finalist Ben- 
jamin, a 20-year-old baseliner, 
who hit occasional passing shots 
but lacked the artillery to worry 
the top seed. 

The powerful Czech-born 
lefthander will face either com- 
patriot Beverley Bowes or Au- 
stralian Janine Thompson in the 
fourth round. 

Mandlikova, winner of the 
Brisbane Tournament earlier this 
month, overcame dropping her 
serve early in the first set to romp 
home 6-3, 6-2 against experi- 
enced but outgunned American 
Anne Smith. 

Shriver, 24, was untroubled in 
defeating young South African 
Bna Reinacb 6-2, 6-4, while 
Hobbs, 26, used chip and charge 
tactics to easily overcome veteran 
lefthander Balestrat 6-4, 6-2. 

Sixth-seeded Bulgarian Manu- 
el a Maleeva had to struggle on an 
outside court before defeating the 
elegant Hungarian-born Swiss 
player Csilla Cserepy 6-3, 6-7, 

In other third-round action on 
a day dominated by doubles 
matches. Swede Catarina Lind- 
qvist, the 10th seed, recovered 
from a slow start to defeat French 
player Marie-Christine Calleja 
4-6, 6-1, 6-3, while vastly experi- 


ka ousted AJdko Kijimuta of 

Japan 6-3, 6-3- 

Jo Durie, the lanky 14th seed 
from Britain, eased into the 
round of 16 and clinched a meet- 
ing with Shriver with a 6-1, 6-4 
triumph oveT Austrian baseliner 
Judith Polzl. 

Navratilova said she had sel- 
dom felt fresher going into a 
tournament. 

“The conditions were diffi- 
cult,” she said. “It was hard to 
plan an attack and place the 
ball.” 

Shriver echoed Navratilova’s 
comments on the wind. 

“You just bad to concentrate 
on every point out there,” she 
said. 

Becker wins 

Boris Becker produced a 


anding fifth set effort and 
took just 30 minutes to beat 
Australian tormentor Brud Dyke 
6-7, 6-1, 6-4, 6-7, 6-2 when they 
resumed play on Thursday at two 
sets apiece. Dyke beat him in 
Brussels last year. 

Becker also laid to rest the 
nightmar e of a loss to Dutchman 
Michiel Schapers in his first match 
in the last Australian Open atlhe 
end of 1985. 

“That loss was in the back of my 
mind before this match," Becker 
said. “But I was not really going 
crazy on the court, I was just 
trying, dying, trying. 

"Today 1 tola myself he would 
have to beat me, I was not going to 
lose." 

Third-seeded Noah, renewing 
his effort to come to terms with 
grass courts, beat Australian 
David McPherson 4-6, 6-1, 6-4, 
6-3. 

Leconte, the fifth seed who was 
a semi-finalist at Wimbledon and 
the French Oped last year, 
continued his quest for a spot in 
the final of a “Grand Slam” event 
with a 4-6, 7-6, 6-2, 6-3 win over 
big -hitting American Todd 
Nelson. 


Australia wins test 
to break losing spell 


SYDNEY (R)‘ — Leg spin and 
the Sydney pitch again proved a 
winning combination for 
Australia's cricketers as they 
emerged from a long lean spell to 
beat England by 55 runs in a 
th rilling climax to the fifth and 
final test. 

Where it was the wrist spin of 
Bob Holland that beguilded New 
Zealand here more than a year 
and 15 tests ago, the last time 
Australia won, on this occasion it 
was Peter Sleep who took the 
honours. 

His five for 72 included the 
final act of the series when be 
dean bowled John Emburey with 
the last ball of the penultimate 
over to dismiss En gland for 264 
on Thursday. 

Australia's unrestrained joy at 


the end was understandable even 
though it lost the series 2-1. The 
team was subjected to unrelent- 
ing criticism during 1986 when it 
failed to win a test and as captain 
Allan Border said: “It’s a great 
relief to be in the winner's drele 
a gain — it was been a hard 
summer for us all.” 

Australia probably wishes it 
could take the Sydney Cricket 
Ground round the world with it. 
■Not only was its last win here in 
November 1985 but 11 months 
earlier on the same ground the 
team scored a rare success over 
the West Indies. In each victory 
Holland took 10 wickets. 

Sleep had already undermined 
the England second innings when 
he removed Chris Broad, later to 
be named man of the series. 



20 TIME CHAMPION: Defending 

champion AI Faisati convincingly defeated AJ 
Duffiutem 2-0 to win Jordan's Premier League tide 
for the twentieth time in its history. The playoff 
game, played on Friday at Amman Stadium, was 
forced.by a draw between the two teams at the dose 
of the regular season. In the photo, Ibrahim 
Mustafa, captain of Al iFajsaB , scores his team’s 


second goal at the 85th ndmnte as Al Duffetefax 
defender, Ra’id Assaf, watches helplessly. Mustafa 
scored off a pass from the left corner by Jamal Abo 
Abid, Al Faisali midfie ld er. Al Faisali’s first goal, 
off the foot of Khabd Awad, came quickly in the 4th 
minute of (day. Al Faisafi wfll now play Al Arab!, 
Jordan Cup winner, in the Cup Winders Cnp match 
scheduled for May 1 (Photo by Abo Kuan). 


English sports are in deep freeze 


LONDON ( AP) -The big freeze 
sweeping across Britain has 
decimated the nation's sporting 
programme, with soccer, rugby, 
horseracing, boxing and 
greyhound events wiped out 
because of sub-zero temperatures, 
ice and snow. 

One postponement brought- 
angry demands for compensation 
from Liverpool, the country’s 
league soccer champion, which 
had a cup match called off two 
hours before kickoff. 

The Liverpoor pitch had been 
passed fit for the FA. Cup third 
round replay, thanks to the club's 
undersoil heating system. 
However, opponent Luton Town 
failed co give itself enough tune to 
reach the north-west port city. 

Postponement of the. 
Liverpool -Luton match meant all 
19 midweek English F.A. Cup 
games were called off. 

Most were re-arranged for next 
Monday, Jan. 19, but with 
weathermen forecasting no 
immediate end to the Arctic 
conditions, another spate of cup 


postponements seemed likely. 

Saturday's full English and 
Scottish league programme was 
another victim of the weather. A 
stream of postponements began 
Thursday and officials said almost 
all the 61 scheduled matches 
would suffer. 

“The prospects are looking 
bleak,” said John Goggins, match 
secretary of the football league. 
The only exceptions were likely 


pile-up that cost West Ham the 
championship last season and I 
don't want the same to happen to 
us,” Graham said. 

A mid-winter freeze Last year 
meant West Ham had to play 19 
games in the last eight weeks of 
the season. The dub eventually 
wound up in third place. 

“In these circumstances, it 
becomes a test of the resilience of 
your players,” said Graham, 


to be at the few dubs employing - %rhose team is unbeaten in 20 
expensive, sophisticated 
underground heating. These 
include Everton, Manchester City 
and standings leader Arsenal, all 
of whom have home matches al 
the weekend. 

Everton, four points behind 
Arsenal in second place, hosts 
Shefield Wednesday, wbQe City 
takes on third-placed Liverpool. 

Arsenal meets Coventry City in a 
televised match on Sunday. 

Arsenal manager George 
Graham said it was essential that 
his club avoid a backlog of. 
matches in its bid to win the First 
Division tide. 

“I believe it was a fixture 


VILLAS IN TLA AL AH 

Near Engineers Quarter 


Do not miss this once in al if e-time opportunity to 
purchase a semi-villa with spacious reception 
room, master bedroom, plus two bedrooms with 
two baths, kitchen, front and rear gardens 
nearing completion. 

We offer attractive terms, price JD 35,000 
Please call us on telephone 653381 - 653389 • 



LUXURY APT FOR SALE 

— One floor apt, 300 sq.m, Jabal Amman, Sixth Circle, 

— 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, master bath 
has sauna, Jacuzzi, 1 

— Fully equipped kitchen with seperate breakfast 

and laundy areas. 

— Separate maid’s room 
with private bathroom. 

— Marble flooring, videophone, 
central T.V. antena 

— Building has 3 floors only 

— Marbled lobby and staircase 

— Independant garages 

— Seperate utilities 


For appointment call 661853 
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league anri cup games. “Tm sure 
mine are as resilient as any — but 
I'd rather not put it to the test" 

In London, temperatures 
plummeted earlier this week to 
minus 8.6 C (plus 16.5F), the 
lowest reading on record. One 
team from the capital. Watford, 
lined up an exhibition game in 
Iceland on Saturday to replace its 
postponed league match against 
Queens Park Rangers. 

While the rest of the European 
continent has been gripped by 
cqld, Iceland has been enjoying 
unseasonably spring-like 
conditions. 

Liverpool, meanwhile,, 
prepared for its game at 
Manchester still locked in a heated 
debate over Wednesday’s 
postponed cup match against 
Luton. 

Luton hired two atecutive jets' 
in a bid to beat the freeze but was 
stranded at Heathrow Airport and 
now faces a £10,000 ($15,000) 
compensation claim from 
Liverpool for expenses occurred 
in ensuring that the game went 
ahead. 

“When a match is billed to take 
place and one of the competing 
teams does not turn up, there is a 
responsibility on the part of the 
F.A. to take some action,” said 
Liverpool chief executive, Peter 
Robinson. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Goalkeeper dies from match nyury 

MALAGA, Spain (R) — Malaga goalkcepCT Jose GaDartfotfed 
from a brain haemorrtiage following a head rnju^r suffered 
during a Spanish Second Division soccer match fast December, 
a hospital statement said Thursday. Gallardo, who was 25, bad 

been ina coma sir J — 

days ago. He was 

Brazilian striker Babazar Morais. After a few days in hospital he 
was allowed home and appeared to be recovering well uiwl the 
brain haemorrhage. The fast Spanish professional footballer to 
<fie as a result of a soccer injury was Sevilla’s Pedro Bemizezo, 
who suffered a heart attack during a match 14 years ago. 

Watford seeks warmer weather in Iceland 


LONDON (R) — Eng lish First Division Watford is taking an 
unusual step to beat the freezing weather and keep in shape — 
the team is flying to Iceland for a game. After this Saturday’s 
home game against Queen's Park Rangers was postponed 
Thursday, Watford took up an invitation to p lay a Reyk javik 
select side on a synthetic surface in the Icelandic capital tins 
weekend. Nineteen En glish League matches have been post- 
poned since Sunday because of heavy snow and sub-zero 
temperatures. 

Bird named AP athlete of year 


BOSTON (AP) — Lany Bird, who led tbe Boston Celtics to 
their 16th National Basketball Association title and became the 
first forward to win the league's most valuable player award 
three consecutive times, is the Associated Press m a le athlete of 
1986. Bird outpoUed fellow Boston athlete Roger Clemens, who 
was 24-4 en route to helping the Red Sox win the American 
League baseball pennant, and undefeated boxer Mike Tyson, ‘ 
who became the youngest world heavyweight champion. Bird, . 
the first basketball player to win the award since it was started in 
1931, was named on 60 of tbe 95 ballots received from a 
nationwide group of U.S. sports writers and sportscasters. 

Swedish ice rink melts from cold 


STOCKHOLM (R) — An ice hockey match had to be called off 
in Sweden because the ice rink melted, despite the fact that the 
country is suffering its coldest weather for decades, sports 
officials said. An embarrassed official said the cold weather was 
believed to have caused a malfunc tion in the equipment that 
kept the ice frozen in the indoor rink in central Sweden. About 
1,000 disappointed spectators who turned up to watch tbe 
national league match between Mjolby south and Gislaved 
Wednesday night had to leave tbe hall when the ice melted 
down to the rink’s concrete base. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mercedes 230 E Sedan, 1983 model, duty not paid, excellent 
condition. Can be inspected between 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
every day except Friday at Indian Embassy. Last date for 
receipt of offers is Jan. 31. 

P.O. Box No. 2168, Amman, Jordan. 

Tel: No. 637262/622098. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

A deluxe furnished flat, ground floor, two bedrooms, 
two baths, salon and dining room, sun room, heating, 
telephone, garden and BBQ. 

Located Shmeisani, near Marriott Hotel. 

For more information, please call 662994 


SMILE! YOU’RE AT THE 
HOTEL-CLUB 

AQUAMARINA 

Aqaba 

• * * VERY SPECIAL PROMOTION * 551 * 
Aqaba as a destination 
on the local tourism market 

Check-in on Friday or Saturday or Sunday for two 
nights atthe AQUAMARINA HOTEL-CLUB and get your 
third night accommodation FREE. 

° Also included our breakfast buffet " 
and our Barbecue mezza buffet dinner in the 
“Blue Lagoon” restaurant with the best band 1 
orchestra in the Middle East 
“THE SPIDERS” 

Please book through your tour operator-travel agent or 
contact for the best prices: 

IN AMMAN: 

— Royal Tours 

— Jordan Noorco Tours & Travel 

— Trans Universe Tourism 

— Rasha Tours & Travel 
INIRBID: 

Travel & Tourism House 
IN ZARKA: — Malak Travel 


: Tel. 644267 
: Tel. 645988 
: Tel. 821307 
: Tel. 652232 

: Tel. 02/244720 
: Tel. 09/986141 


IN MAD ABA: 

— Madaba Tourism Corporation : Tel. 08/543772 

Applicable from Saturday, the 17th of January until 
Wednesday, the 8th of April 1987. 


AQUAMARINA HOTEL-CLUB 
Tel.: 03/316250/172/3/4 
P.O. Box 96, Aqaba, Jordan 
TLX: 62249 AQUAMA JO 





FURNISHED APARTMENT i 

FOR RENT 

Deluxe apartment consisting of two bedrooms, salon, 
kitchen, two baths with independent C.H. and telephone. 
Location: Opposite Shmeisani bookshop 

Please call: 663981 J 


DELUXE APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, L-shaped 
sitting room, two bathrooms, large kitchen and two 
glassed-in-verandas. With central heating. Apartment area 
185 square metres. The building consists of five apartments. 

Location: Sixth Circle, Jabal Amman, near San Rock Hotel. 
Tel: 816426. 


FOR SALE 

Woollen hand woven carpets, brass inlay hand made 
writing bureau and Captains chest, king size waterbed, 
deep freezer, JVC video camera and accessories, four 
system television and many other items of household 
use. 

Call 818780, 10 ajn. to 6 p.m. 



- 


FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
FLAT FOR RENT 

With garden, separate entrance. 1 80 sqm, 3 bedrooms, 
central heating, separate garage. Located at Sweifieh. 

For details call: 810423 


FOR RENT 

Beautifully furnished and decorated apartment, with 
American furniture, wall-to-wall carpeting, 
independent central heating- Complete kitchen 
appliances including washer, dryer, dishwasher. 

Also phone, TV, VCR. 

Unfurnished apartment also available. 

Inquiries: 662337 


FOR RENT 

Two fulfy-fumished apartments, one bedroom with 
terrace. 

JD 150 per month, JD 1 ,700 yearly. 

Two bedrooms JD 200 monthly, JD 2,250 yearly. 

Location Sweifieh, 6th Circle, Jabal Amman. 

Call: 660661, from 8:00 - 1:30 and from 3:30 to 6:00 

p.m. 



NCR 


FOR ALL COMPUTER SUPPLIES 

Ribbons, rolls, discs, cleaning materials, power 
conditioners and stabilisers. 

Call: N.C.R. corporation, tel: 621101 - 637199 


FOR RENT 

An apartment of 250 sq. m. Suitable for offices 
or residence. Second floor. ■ 

Located in Jabal Amman, Second Circle. 
Provided with central heating. Telephone and 
telex are available. 

For more information please call 641002, 
Amman, today between 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
and 3-6 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A modem apartment consisting of three bedrooms, 
salon, two bathrooms, two balconies and a store on the 
ground floor. With independent central heating and 
lift. The apartment is deluxe-furnished and provided 
with ail electrical appliances: automatic washing 
machine, dish-washer, gas cooker, 21 cu. ft. 
refrigerator, modem oven, TV, and chandeliers. 

The apartment is furnished with excellent wall-to-waH 
carpets. 

For information please call at the apartment, Mecca 
Str., KBo Supermarket, opposite Chinese Restaurant, 
behind the Turfman Supermarket 


fCinema . Tel: 677420'! 

I CONCORD I 



I j-CTfoTraaca 3J0- 6J0. 8:30. IO-JO 


Cinema Tel: 625153 

RAINBOW 


NOTHING 

PERSONAL 


htlonnaiica3 [0:30 




Cinema 




Tel: 677420V 


THE MONEY 
PIT 


Performance* M0, KO0.&3G. [030 



Cinema Tel: 622198* 

RAGHADAN 


VICTORY 
















JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY JANUARY 17. 1987 7 ‘ 




4 . 


Japanese share prices soar to record high 
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TOKYO (Agencies) — Japanese 
snare prices soared to record 
levels Friday as investors bet a 
weaker dollar would force global 
interest rate cuts, stockbrokers 
said Friday. 

Tlie stock market index surged 
36536 points to a record dosing 
high of 19,149.63, surpassing the 
previous record erf 18,936.73 set 
on Jan. 6. About 1 J2 billion shares 
changed hands. 

Brokers said they were 
convinced Japan and West 
Germany would have to slash 

interest rates yet again if they want 

to halt a dollar tumble. 

The mark et average climbed 
swiftly £nam the open as asset-rich 
foreign and domestic institutions 
bought up shares of brokerage 
houses, banks, and insurance 
companies who could benefit from 
lower interest rates. 

The average rose as the dollar, 
which had finned slightly at 
midday, eased to just off its 
morning lows. 

The dollar closed at 153.10 yen 
here, off the day’s high of 153.90 
readied in early afternoon. 

Since the start of the year the 
dollar has fallen almost four per 
cent against the yen. Dealers said 
they expected more downward 
pressure on the U.S. currency 
because of a weak U.S. economic 
outlook and protectionist pressure 
in Congress. 

Shaving another one-quarter 
per cent off Japan’s 
three-per-cent official, discount 
rate might put a halt to the dollar’s 
slide, brokers said. Lower 
Japanese interest rates would 
make the yen a less profitable 
currency to hold. 

An interest rate cut would also 


give a much-needed boost to 
Japanese business by lowering the 
cost of borrowed funds. 

Lower interest rales would also 
prompt investors to divert funds to 
stocks from bonds or other 
interest-bearing financial 
instruments, the brokers 
reckoned. 

Utilities, steels and other large 
capital issues joined financial 
shares in Friday's climb. 
Communications, transports, 
warehouses, properties, 
constructions and other shares 
expected to benefit from the 
growth of Japan's domestic 
economy also rose, brokers said. 

But electronics, autos and other 
export-related issues fell as 
investors expected them to suffer 
still more from the yen's rise 
against the dollar. 

Trade surplus soars 

Meanwhile, the finance ministry 
announced Friday that Japan’s 
trade surplus soared to a record 
last year as exports climbed and 
imports slipped. 

The ministry said the 
customs-cleared surplus last year 
rose to $82.67 billion, easily 
surpassing the previous record of 
$46.1 billion set in 1985. 

Analysts said the news is likely 
to intensify overseas pressure on 
Japan to take further action to cut 
the surplus. 

Exports jumbed more than 19 
per cent last year, while imports 
slid some two per cent, the. 
ministry said 

Japan's bilateral surplus with 
the United States also hit a record 
last year — $51.48 billion, well 
above 1985's $39.49 billioa. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates ; 
leading world currencies ana gold against the dollar at midday 
tile London foreign exchange and bullioa markets Friday. 


for 

on 


? 3EV 


One sterling 

1.5040/50 

U.S. dollars 

One (J.S. dollar 

13633/38 

Canadian dollars 


1.8475/90 

West German marks 


2.0830/40 

Dutch guilders 


13475/90 

Swiss francs 


38.15/25 

Belgian francs 


6 J 600/1 700 

French francs 


1312/1313 

Italian lire 


153.80/90 

Japanese yen 


63975/6025 

Swedish crowns 


7.1500/50 

Norwegian crowns 


7.0025/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

41430/414.80 

•••*— *-■ — V 

US. dollars 

— 





LONDON STOCK MARKET 

1 




LONDON (R) — A lack of sustained buying interest led to share 
prices bademg off from mid afternoon record levels despite yet 
another record, breaking opening on Wall Street. 

Dealers said investors were happy to take profits for the 
moment while deciding whether the recent run of 11 consecutive 
advances on Wall Street can be sustained. 

The FTSE 100 index was swept to a record 1,806.9 around 
mki afternoon, across the 1,800 level far the first time, But lack of 
follow-through and talk that a spell of heavy profit-taking cannot 
now be far off saw the fade* fell back to show a gain of 7.2 to 
1,7962 by 1530 GMT. 

Heavy gains fa Pflkfagton shares the banking and on sectors had 
also helped to push the market along earlier Friday as did 
sterling’s recovery against the mark on the foreign exchanges and 
the subsequent rise fa government bonds. 

Pillrington forecast its full year profits would be more than 
double d to a round 250 million sterling as part of its defence 
against BTR’s unwanted 1.16 bilbon sterling bid. 

The glass manufacturer’s shares jumped 26p to 711 
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THE Daily Crossword by Donald B. Grant 


ACROSS 
1 Author Waugh 
5 Swindle 
9 S*. Hetans’ 
output 

14 Rounded part 

15 MokSng 

IS Low one'* — 

17 Envtronmentai 
sd. 

18 Church 
official 

19 Batten 
caoU 

20 Gable movie 

23 Mats’ ttadkim 

24 Piscivorous 
bird 

'25 It food* 

28 Gossip 

30 Thieve 

33 In motion 

34 Forbid 

35 Distant: preL 

36 Bogart movie 

39 Duck 

40 Organic 



41— i 

42 Nettie 

43 Lulu 

44 Tabiecktffc* 

45 Gibber. 

48 Maned cotton 
47 Cooper movie 

55: 

58 A Webster 

57 Runabout 

58 bragdar 

59 Drowse 

60 KM of (hack 

81 Shorthorn 

82 Tip or mob 
and 

83 Cheese 
DOWN 

1 Give — up . 


MingMiRuevad 


9 Affirm 

10 Made visible 

11 Phonograph 

type 

12 Ireland to 
Yeats 

13 Afr. vfltege 

21 Docking pta* 

22 Bittern 

25 anger Page 

26 Son of Jacob 

27 Meat entree 

28 Room orna- 
mentation 

29 Type type: 


Yesterday's Plante Strived: 


1 C 


r 21 

^A* 31 

*T i 4 Empyreal 

! SUM part* 

B “—kick out 


7 Jacob’s wtfe 

8 Eng. county 



30 Dalla of nng 

31 NY city 

32 Czech 
statesman 

lor one 
eupport 

37 Freshen 

38 S. Am. capital 

43 first game 

44 Suds 

45 Originated 


rnnnn rannn? nnnnrc 
nnnn nanm nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn rcnrnno 
nnannonnmrcrcnni 
nraa rann 
nnraninn nnnn nnn 
arnmn nnnn amnn 
nnirnnnpcirinnrannn 
nono anna nnnran 
nnn nnrara nnnQon 
nmn nnn 
nnninanranniinnn 
nnnran nnnn nnnn 
nnninn nnno raann 
nninnn nnnn nnnn 


34 Ivy ft 

35 Dme 


48 Spe c ta c ular 
outburst 

47 Tents sarvi 

48 Dfator Kiiok 

49 LHy plant 


50! 

51 

52 Kind of hog 

53 Household lady 

54 Plow 


Hopes that the government had 
turned the comer in its fight to cut 
the surplus received a jolt wife the 
announcement of a sharp jump in 
the December surplus. 

The ministry said the trade 
surplus rose to $8.7 bilfion last 
mouth from $7.4 billion in 
November and $6.65 billion a 
year earlier. The December rise 
followed two straight months of 
declines. 

Analysts said that even more 
worrying for Japan’s trading 
partners is a ministry 
announcement that exports 
climbed last month to a record 
$19.62 billion. 


Wholesale 


prices 

drop 


hit record 


On wholesale prices, the central 
bank reported a 93 per cent drop 
from 1985, due mainly to falling 
prices in oil and other primary 
products. 

The Bank of Japan said Friday 


in a report that the 1986 fall was 
fee fourth consecutive drop and 
the largest since fee bank began 
taking statistics under the current 
system in 1960. 

Import prices fell 34.7 per cent 
from 1985 and its rippling effects 
helped lower domestic prices by 
4 it percent, due to the yen's sharp 
rise, the report said. 

The overall wholesale price 
index, which includes import and 
domestic prices, stood at 903 last 
year, when compared to a base 
figure of 100 for 1980, it said. 

Bank of Japan officials noted 
that the Japanese currency 
appreciated about 30 per cent 
against the U.S. dollar during the 
year, while oil prices fell about 50 
pear cent and prices of other 
primary products stalled, making 
major contribution to price 
stability fa Japan. 

A higher yen makes Japanese 
products more expensive overseas 
and foreign products more 
competitive fa domestic markets. 


Airbus A340 project 
achieves breakthrough 


PARIS (Agencies) — The 
European Airbus Industrie 
consortium's A340 long-range jet 
project achieved a major 
breakthrough Thursday when 
West Germany’s Lufthansa and 
the French state airline Air France 
both said they would become 
launch customers. 

The Lufthansa board, after 
working closely wife Airbus for 
several months on the final details, 
announced it would buy 15 of the 
jets, which will carry between 220 
and 250 passengers and 1 1 tonnes 
of freight more than 11,000 
kilometres. 

The West German airline will 
take an option on 15 more of the 
planes. 

Air France Director General 
Henri Sauvan told reporters fee 
French airline would become a 
launch customer for the plane, 
adding: “We hope to ooncludethe 
purchase of seven A340s very 
quickly." 

At the same time the Air France 
board Thursday deckled to order 
16 Boeing 747-400 advanced 
jumbo-jets for delivery between 
1992 and 1 99S , to replace some of 
its ageing fleet of 25 Boeing 747 
passenger jets and seven 747 
cargo planes, Mr. Sauvan said. 

The 747s cost about 5120 
mSSoneach staking the total value 
of the Boeing purchase to around, 
$2 billion. 

An Airbus official, expres 
delight at fee Lufthansa 
order and Air France's intention 
to buy the plane, said the airlines 
bad made their decisions on 
commercial grounds. 

The fact they were the national 
airlines of fee Airbus consortium's 
two biggest partner countries did 
not imply feat fee decision was 
political. 

“We are very pleased. It 
confirms that our product 
development strategy is right." 
the official said. 

Asked if he expected a spate of 
orders from other airlines now, he 
said: “We are confident feat this is 
the forerunner of other orders 
which will follow shortly ... I think 
the movement may be 


accelerated." 

U.5. airlines reportedly 
considering merger 

Meanwhile, American Airlines 
is talking wife Pan American 
World Airways (Pan Am) about 
the possibility of acquiring the 
financially troubled international 
carrier, the New York Times 
reported Thursday. 

Quoting what it called sources 
close to both companies, the 
newspaper said American is 
exploring the possibility of buying 
the whole airline and not just its 
valuable international routes. 

The report did not further 
identify the sources and did not 
elaborate on the purported 
negotiations. 

In response to the report, 
American spokesman Stephen 
McGregor said from the airline's 
Dallas headquarters: “We’ve got 
a corporate policy that prevents us 
from talking or speculating about 
mergers or acquisitions.” 

Mr. Merle Richmao, 
spokesman for New York-based 
Fan Am said: “It is the policy of 
Pan Am not to comment on any 
inquiries regarding mergers or 
acquisitions.” 

The Times report came against 
■a background of consolidation in 
the deregulated airline industry 
and extreme pressure on major 
carriers to cut costs. Several 
airlines have expanded by 
acquiring competitors, and 
industry analysts consider Pan Am 
one of fee few remaining targets. 

Pan Am is one of the oldest 
carriers, which pioneered routes 
into Asia. Europe and Latin 
America. The airline has been 
losing money for years and its 
troubles intensified fa 1986 when 
fear of terrorism devastated its 
trans-Adantic business. 

American is one of the largest 
domestic airlines and has been 
growing primarily through 
internal expansion instead of 
acquisitions. But last year it broke 
wife that policy by purchasing a 
Pacific coast airline, Aircal, for 
about S225 million. 


Wall Street extends boom 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Wail Street stocks 
extended then 1 remarkable new year boom Friday 
thrusting the Dow Jones ind ustrial average ahead 35 
points on its longest winning streak since 1970 and 
amassing a record trading volume. 


The indicator closed 35.72 
points higher at 2,070.73 in fee 
second biggest gain in a rally that 
is now 10-days old. 

New York Stock Exchange 
volume weighed in at 
253,120,000 shares, surpassing 
the old record of 244,700.000 set 
Dec. 19, 1985. Wednesday's 
volume was 214,230,000. 

The dew's rise was caused by a 
boom fa technology stocks, a 
modest drop hi interest rates and. 
momentum from the stock market 
advance, which now totals 175 
points since it began Jan. 2. 
analysts said. New 'York Stock 
Exchange advances led declines 
1,079 to 570. 

“There was a tremendous 
amount of emotion in this market 
as people threw cash in, trying to 
get on board,” said market 
strategist Hugh Johnson of Fust 
Albany Co. 

“It was a spectacular 
performance, with emotion 
build fag add futures-related 
programmes keeping the 
momentum ignited.” Mr. William 
Bee, a trader for Prudential Bache 
Securities, said. 

Options trading hit record 
volume on the American Stock 
Exchange, a centre for such 
trading, giving evidence of its 
influence fa the day’s activity. 
Options are agreements to buy or 
sell at a set price, but with only a 
small initial payment. 

Two developments last week 
gave the market for high-tech 
stocks its powerful rise. A strong 
earnings report by Digital 
Equipment Gorp, which posted a 
second-quarter gain of 98 per 
cen t. was acoo mpanied by a strong 
pickup in the semiconductor 
industry’s December book-to-bill 
ratio, one of fee best measures of 
the health of the high-tech 
industry. 


The book-to-bill is a measure of 
shipments to new orders for 
microchips, the cricuits used in a 
wide range of electronics 
products. 

Among technology firms. 
Digital Equipment rose 2% to 
132% . continuing its big rise after 
a 98 per cent earnings jump 
reported Thursday. Texas 
Instruments added \U to 134%, 
Motorola s /« to 44 Vs and National 
Semiconductor s /s to 14. 

IBM, which fell four points 
Wednesday and started its 
recovery Thursday, was 1% 
higher at 120. 

The dow industrial average has 
now dimbed in every session of 
1987. setting records at the past 
eight closes. 

“The length of the rally is 
amazing,” said Mr. William 
Lefevre of Advest Inc. "Bui even 
more amazing is the way the rally 
has broadened out." 

He noted that fa comparison 
with other indexes the Dow Jones 
industrial average has had one of 
the smaller gains in the new year. 
The Nasdaq over-the-counter 
index, covering generally small 
companies, has been even 
stronger on a percentage basis. 

The secondary stocks have been 
performing well because low 
interest rates mean that “the only 
place to get a resonable return on 
investments is in the stock 
market," he said. 

The gam fa stocks has been 
paralleled by a sharp decline in fee 
U.S. dollar, a cause of concern for 
the market since it tends to 
dampen enthusiasm of foreign 
investors for U.S. securities. 

These concerns were allayed 
Friday by some firmness in fee 
bond market as the U.S. dollar 
steadied, gaining fractionally 
against key currencies following 
sharp drops this year. 


The dollar started out firmer 
Friday after a Federal Reserve 
Board (Fed) spokesman said Fed 
Chairman Paul Volcker believes it 
has fallen far enough. 

Following fee sharp decline of 
the last three days, the comments 
encouraged a rally that sent the 
U.S. currency up nearly two 
pfennigs to 1.85 West German 
marks. 

The dollar closed at 1.836U 
marks, down from 1 £440 at the 
opening but up from 1.8325 at 
Wednesday's dose. 

Also aiding the dollar's advance 
was a comment by West Germany 
Finance Minister Gerhard 
Stoltenberg’s that the U.S. 
currency's fall has been too sharp 
and that from a long-term 
perspective it is now undervalued. 

Pessimism over the U.S. 
economy has helped send the 
dollar down from 1.9 ISO marks at 
the close of the business in Europe 
last Friday and 2.02 marks a 
month agp. 

A huge U.S. trade deficit, 
estimated at around $170 billion 
in 1986, is further weighing on 
the currency. 

A leading economist backed the 
idea ihata falling dollar is good for 
the US. econo my . 

“I'm happy to see the dollar 
continuing to slide . We will see the 
results fa our exports markets." 
said Mr. Roger Brinner of Data 
Resources Inc. 

Foreign debt alarms U.S.- 
businessmen 

Meanwhile. American 
businessmen complained 
Thursday to Congress that 
worsening trade imbalances are 
pushing the United States into 
foreign debt at an alarming rate. 

“It scares me to death," to be 
perfectly frank.” Mr. Edmund 
Pratt Jr., chairman and chief 
executive officer of Pfizer Inc., 
told the Senate Finance 
Committee. *T can't conceive of 
this going on without the roof 
falling in.” 

Mr. John Young, president and 
chief executive officer of 


Hewlett-Packard CO., said the 
United States may be "playing 
chess on fee Titanic" and feat “fee 
trick will be to avoid getting 
caught up in the manoeuvres of a 
chess game while high waters swirl 
over the deck." 

They cited an estimated record 
$173 billion trade deficit for 1986 
and a recent projection by the 
Federal Reserve Board (Fed) that 
the country wQ] find itself with a 
SI trillion foreign debt in three 
years at the present pace. 

Mr. Pratt and Mr. Young were 
the first business leaders to be 
witnesses before the finance 
committee as it searches for a 
formula for trade legislation. 
Senator Lloyd Bentsen. chairman 
of the panel, and other leading 
opposition Democrats say they 
need to act to start reversing fee 
dismal trade picture. 

\lr. Young, who was chairman 
of President Ronald Reagan's 
commission on industrial 
competitiveness, cautioned the 
lawmakers that new trade 
legislation alone would not suffice 
to solve the problem. 

The Young Commission 
produced a report Lwo years ago 
that said America has “failed to 
respond adequately" to "strong 
challenges from international 
competitors." 

It said the then-strong dollar 
and the growing service economy 
failed to explain the trade problem 
but represented 
“rationalisations." It called for 
massive new scientific research, 
savings, investment and 
manufacturing ‘ ’excellence.” 

Mr. Pratt, chairman of the 
Emergency Committee for 
American Trade, a business and 
labour group, told the panel “it 
would be wrong to attribute fee 
huge foreign trade deficit to UJS. 
foreign trade policy.” 

"There are a number of key 
reasons for that deficit.” he said. 
He said a major one has been the 
US. government spending deficit 
and that others range from a debt 
problem in the developing world 
to “an apparent decline in overall 
US. competitiveness." 


Oman to cut oil production by five per cent 


MUSCAT ( AP) - Oman is to cut 
its oO output by five percent from 
Feb. 1, the Petroleum and 
Minerals Minister Saeed AJ 
Shanfari, said Thursday. 

The cut of 32,000 barrels a day 
is the second output reduction by 
this oQ-rich Gulf state !n_ five 
months. 

The sultanate.is not a member 
of the 13-nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). But its leaders are 
pledged to help OPECs drive to 
tighten oil supply to stabilise 
prices at $18 a barrel. 

Oman is a member of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) which includes 
four OPEC states. Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar and fee United 
Arab Emirates. 

Mr. A1 Shan fan's statement was 
published fa the semi-official 
Omani newspapers along wife the 
surprise news that' production at 
fee new Nirar field fa the south has 
been abandoned. 

Discovery and development of 
the field cost 52 million riyals 
($136 million land it was officially 


opened Nov. 13. 

Oman's current production is 
550,000 barrles a day. nearly all of 
its exported. 

The ofl minister said Oman will 
export only 468,000 barrles from 
Feb. 1. 

Oman cut its production level 
by 50,000 barrels a day last 
September. 

Mr. Al Shanfari said the latest 
cutback was proof of the 
sultanate’s support for efforts by 
OPEC and non-OPEC producers 
to stabilise fee world oQ market. 

He said the GCC had “a major 
role fa coordinating oil policy to 
control the crisis in oil prices.” 

Contending feat the oil price 
crisis has brought all producing 
countries' together to seek a 
reasonable price, he declared: 
“We will not spare any effort in 
cooperating with our brotherly 
GCC member countries and we 
will support OPEC." 

Egypt increases ofl prices 

In Cairo. Egypt on Thursday 
raised the price of its exported oQ 


for the seoond half of January by 
up to 51.25 a bane], the ofl 
ministry announced. 

Prices went up by SI on Egypt's 
top-grade Gulf of Suez, to SI 7.60 
a barrel. Belayim. S 1 7 a barrel and 
Ras Badran. $16.50 a-barrel. The 
price for the Iowest-grade blend. 
Ras Ghareb. rose by SI 25 to $16 
a barrel. 


The new prices will be effective 
Jan. 16-31. 

Mr. Hammad Ayoub, head of 
the ministry's external trade 
department, said fee increases 
were imposed to follow global 
market trends, indicating they did 
not result from a visit by Saudi 
Arabia's Oil Minister Hisham 
Nazer. 


Peanuts 


THERE'S A LOT OF 
HISTORY IN THE PESERT 

T3* 




SOMETIMES YOU CAN 
RNP MARKINGS THAT 
WERE PROBABLY MA17E A 
MILLION YEARS A60... 




Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 

MAPPY -HEARTS f YbU'RE ^ 
ME NAME AND ALWAYS 
I BE 106 YEARS ISO +4APPY/ 
ON DECEMBER A *}£$£? 
m 25tfc COME? 



WELL, I DON’T BELI EVE 
IN THE DEVIL. I DON'T 
BEU EVE IN WARS, I DON'T 
BELIEVE IN PROTESTS, 

I DON'T BEU EVE IN 
VIOLENCE, I DONT BELIEVE 
IN NON-BEUEVERS- 


V 


WHJL, 
WHAT DO u 
YOU 

BEU EVE 
IN? 





Andy Capp 



ANV LASS 7HATSW£] 
OKWS DEFINITELY 
ISN'T WORTH 
WASTING GOOD 
SNOOKER TIME ON 



Symposium urges Arab 
states to build oil stocks 

CAIRO (OPECNA) — A symposium here has called on Arab 
countries to build up crude stockpiles in anticipation of a major 
increase in ofl prices in the 1990s. 

The three-day forum, organised by the Tunisian-based Arab 
League and fee Egyptian Planning Institute, was convened to review 
fee impact of ofl on economic development in Arab countries. 

The meeting also called for the use of oil revenues to boost 
agricultural development in the Arab region, as well as to promote 
scientific research and technology development. 

The symposium stressed fee need to support joint Arab industries 
as a basis for speeding up fee development process in the Arab 
World. 

Other issues discussed included the negotiating power of Arab 
crude producers and the strategic value of oil . and tne growing role of 
the Arab banking sector. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I hadn’t used my credit card in 3 
days and I could swear i heard it 
whimpering in my wallet!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
B by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


ORNOH 


^ 


□ 


Doesn't recognne his 
old buddies 


DAULC 



□ 



U 

INISCO 



□cr 


□ 



ALD 

LAB 


rr 


WHEN HE BECAME 
TOP BANANA HE LOST 
TOUCH WITH THIS. 


P 


Now arrange the circled tetters to' 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Saturday’s 


Jumbles: POWER CRAWL 


(Answers tomorrow} 

LAVISH NICETY 


Answer: What 
nuts— 


called those motorized 
•ATHS" 
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Kabul’s peace moves get 
cool reception in Pakistan 

Afghan officials display captured Stinger 


London appoints new 
Hong Kong governor 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghanistan’s latest moves in 
its well -advertised new year peace offensive have 
had a cool reception in neighbouring Pakistan. 


Afghan rebels based across the 
border greeted the unilateral 
ceasefire Thursday of Afghanistan 
leader Najibullah with a spate of 
attacks on government posts, 
guerrilla sources said. 

Pakistani officials were likewise 
cool about Mr. Najibullah’s 
announcement that his 
government had' reached 
agreements with the Kremlin 
paving the way for a complete 
withdrawal of Soviet forces from 
Afghanistan. 

The officials said the 
announcement to a large 
gathering in Kabul Thursday took 
the matter little further and 
apparently was aime d mainly at 
making a publicity impact. 

The main Pakistan -based rebel 
alliance declined comment on the 
anno uncement pending a public 
meeting due to be addressed by ail 
seven party leaders in their main 
base city of Peshawar on Saturday. 

But alliance spokesman 
Mohammad Nabi Mohammadi 
told Reuters that three days of 
talks of the often deeply divided 
grouping had ended with 
complete unity. 

The rebel chiefs have already 
rejected the ceasefire and pledged 
to continue their eight-year-okl 


struggle until the departure of 
Soviet forces, estimated by the 
West at 115,000 men. 

The point was pressed home by 
the unusual speed with which 
Thursday’s cla&es were reported 
to Peshawar, just over the border 
from the Afghanistan border. 

The sources said that at least 
five attacks were made on Soviet 
posts in the two Afghan provinces 
closest to the Pakistani city, while 
three soldiers were killed near the 
Khyber Pass near Peshawar. 

Mr. Najibullah said that all 
government troops had been 
ordered to cease offensive actions 
from midnight on Wednesday, but 
promised quick retaliation if the 
rebels continued fighting. 

The Afghan government 
showed foreign reporters an 
ultra-modern U-S.-made Stinger 
missile which officials said had 
been captured from Afghan rebels 
in the past two weeks. 

Defence Minister Mohammad 
Rafie said it was one of two such 
weapons and a British-made 
Blowpipe missile captured by the 
army in A fghanis tan’s southern 
Kandahar province. 

The Blowpipe was also 
displayed at the news conference, 
held at the Afghan Foreign 


Soviets announce troop 
withdrawal from Mongolia 


MOSCOW (R) - The Soviet 
Union has made a fresh overture 
. to Asia and particularly to China 
by announcing 'that it will 
withdraw a division of its troops 
from Mongolia in the spring. 

In Afghanistan, where the 
presence of Soviet forces poses a 
barrier to better Sino-Soviet 
relations, an Afghan-Soviet 
accord has been announced 
paving the way for their 
withdrawal. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Gennady Gerasimov told 
reporters Thursday that a 
motorised division plus a number 
of other troops would be pulled 
out of Mongolia, a Soviet ally on 
the border with China, between 
April and June this year. 

Western military experts said 
this meant some 8,000 to 11,000 
men would probably be brought 
home from an estimated 
75,000-man Soviet contingent 
stationed in Mongolia since 1966. 

The number of Soviet troops on 
the Chinese border is one of three 
obstacles cited by Peking to 
warmer political ties with 
Moscow. 

Western analysts said the 
Kremlin, seeking to improve 


relations, was clearly making 
ano ther gesture to China with the 
latest announcement. 

Mr. Gerasimov said the 
decision was in fine with a new 
policy to promote Asian security 
outlined by Kremlin leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev in a speech 
from the Far Eastern Soviet port 
of Vladivostok last year. 

TASS news agency reported 
from the Mongolian capital of 
Ulan Bator that die g o ve rnm ent 
there regarded the derision as an 
“act of goodwill which will 
strengthen mutual nodcntancfiog 
and trust and good-neighboe*i j' 
ties between Asian peoptaf 1 . 

But the analysis in Moscow 
noted that Peking was far more 
concerned about the estimated 
one million Soviet troops on the 
Sino-Soviet border. 

It was also unwilling to advance 
beyond recent improvements in 
Sino-Soviet economic relations as 
long as Moscow con tinned to back 
its ally Vietnam on Kampuchea, 
they said. 

China, as well as the United 
States and Pakistan, have given a 
lukewarm response to peace 
initiatives for Afghanistan 
currently being publicised by 
Moscow and Kabul. 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AQ653 73 03 4AK8762 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 7 Pass 2 * Pass 

2 7 Pass 2 4 Pass 

2 NT Pass 3 * Pass 

3 NT Pass 7 Pass 

What do you bid now? 

A. — So far you have shown a good 
hand with at least six clubs and 
five spades. Despite that, partner 
has insisted on playing in three no 
trump rather than choosing one of 
your suits. Since he knows more 
about your hand than you do about 
his. it would be folly to overrule 
him. Pass. 

Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

«J8 7AKJG3 v72 4AKJ5 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 7 Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 4 Pass 2 7 Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A. — Just because you have a good 
hand doesn't mean you have to 
commit your side to a minus posi- 
tion. On this auction, partner could 
have a very weak hand with only a 
doubleton heart. Still, you can't 
pass. The only sensible action is to 
invite game with a bid of three 
hearts. 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4Q76 7J3 OKQ762 4J102 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass 1 O Pass 

14 Pass 2* Pass 

2 0 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — While North should have a 
better than minimum hand, It is un- 
likely that your side has enough 
for game, especially in a minor 
suit Therefore, the prudent course 
Is to pass. However, if y<Ju feel you 
roust bid again, two spades or three 
diamonds are the obvious choices. 
We have a slight preference for the 
former. 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AKJ98 7K6 07632 492 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
1 0 Pass 2 0 Pass 

Pass 2 7 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — You have a good hand, but 
partner has already taken that into 
account with his balancing bid. 
Had he held a reasonable hand, he 
would have reopened with a dou- 
ble. Don't punish him for refusing 
to let the opponents buy the hand 
at one no trump. Pass. 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4J10762 7KQ 0AQ753 47 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 4 Dble Rdble- 2 4 

7 

What action do you take? 

A. — Partner's redouble is a re- 
quest that you allow him the op- 
portunity for a low-level penalty 
double. Here, however, you do not 
really want to defend two clubs 
doubled — your hand is more suited 
to offense than defense. You can 
get this message across to partner 
by passing now. Intending to pull a 
double to two diamonds to show a 
weak distributional hand. 


Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4Q107G 7AJ952 0A9 4K10 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 7 Pass 2 0 Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 

A- — Obviously, it Is a choice be- 
tween a rebid of two hearts and 
two no trump. Your hand is slight- 
ly offshape for no trump and your 
prime controls also suggest a^uit 
contract. Bid two hearts to see 
what partner intends doing nett. 
In an auction where partner has 
stolen your bidding space, a rebid 
of your major suit doesn't promise 
more than a weak five-card suit. 


Ministry for a party of 
Moscow-based foreign 

correspondents. 

“These missiles prove that the 
U5. and Britain are directly 
participating in aggression against 
our country,'’ Gen. Rafie sard. 

Gen. Rafie said that the Stinger 
— a should cr-h eld, beat-seeking 
missfle — was a top secret weapon 
that the United States had notsold 
to any foreign country. 

“But the Americans have 
provided it to the 
counter-revolutionaries as you 
can see," Gen. Rafie declared. 

The Blowpipe had been 
captured from the same rebel 
group, he said. Other Blowpipes 
had been captured from Afghan 
guerrillas last summer. 

The supply of the Stmger, Gen. 
Rafie added, “shows that despite 
its professions that it wants peace, 
the Reagan administration is 
doing all it can to prevent peace" 
coming to Af ghanis tan. 

“It is providing the 
counter-revolutionaries with the 
most modem weapons so that they 
can continue the bloody fratricidal 
war," he said. 

The Stinger is made by Atlantic 
Research Corporation. The tube 
is made by the GJEjC. company. 
Markings of the two firms were on 
the dismantled weapons produced 
at the news conference. 

Speaking on the first day of a 
government- proclaimed 


ceasefire, Mr. Najibullah also 
offered an amnesty to military 
deserters as part of his campaign 
to end the eight-year-old civil war 
between government forces and 
MusBm rebels. 

Mr. Najibullah was addressing a 
congress of the National 
Fatherland Front, a 
pro-government umbrella 
organisation. He cautioned that 
fixture moves by Moscow and 
Kabul would depend directly on 
the rebel response to his national 
unity drive. 

Front Chairman Abdurahim 
Hatef told delegates at the 
congress reports of ceasefire 
violations by the guerrillas bad 
come in from the Khost region 
near the Pakistani border. 

Asked by Mr. Hatef whether 1 
government forces should take 
immediate action or wait before 
responding, dozens of delegates 
shouted: “Go for them, go for 
them." 

Renewing his appeal to some 
five milli on Afghan refugees to 
return home, Mr. Najibullah said 
they would receive resettlement 
grants. 

In Washington the White 
House Thursday dismissed the 
proposed withdrawal of Soviet 
troops from Afghanistan as a 
propaganda ploy and urged an 
immedtateAmconditional end to 
Moscow’s occupation of the 
country. 


LONDON (R) — Britain Friday 
named career diplomat and 
Mandarin scholar David Wilson as 
the new governor and 
co mmander-in -ch ief of Hong 
Kong. 

The Foreign Office said Queen 
Elizabeth had approved Mr. 
Wilson's appointment as 
successor to Sir Edward Youde, 
who died of a heart attack in 
December. 

Sir. Wilson, 51, played a key 
role in negotiating the 1984 
agreement for the transfer of the 
colony of 55 milGo n people to 
fHrnfl and is regarded as one of 
Britain’s leading Chinese experts. 

The queen also approved Sir. 
Wilson's appointment as Knight 
commander of the most 
distinguished order of St. Michael 
and St George, meaning that the 
new governor will be styled Sir 
David Wilson. 

A Foreign Office career 
diplomat, who has taken time off 
to friimh mountains and for 
post-graduate study at London, 
Hong Kong ana Columbia 
universities. Sir Wilson has spent 
most of his working life involved 
with China and the neighbouring 
British colony. 

A Scot, he wins praise from 


diplomats and climbers alike. 

Colleagues say he is a hard task 
master and an able administrator.. 
The climbers say he's got what it 
talces. 

“I can't think of a better bloke 
to be governor of Hong Kong. 
He’s an immensely impressive 
man, physicallyveiy tough and yet 
at the same time very sensitive” 
British explorer Chris Bonington 
said. - 

Sir Wilson accompanied 
Bonington in 1981 as interpreter 
and support climber on the only 
expedition to date that has 
succeeded in scaling the 
7,719-metre (25,300-feet) 
Kongur Shan, in China's western 
Sinloang province. 

“He’s very steady and efficient. 
The kind you can always rely on." 
Bonington said. 

“It’s wonderful to see someone 
so fresh and dynamic getting such 
a job," the British explorer added. 

Until his new appointment. Sir 
Wilson was assistant 
under-secretary of state at the 
Foreign Office in charge of the Far 
Eastern Department, He was also 
the senior British representative 
on the joint liaison team 
supervising the arrangements for 
the ihand -over . of Hong Kong. 


Indian security forces 
stage ‘mock’ hijacking 


Death toll reaches 212 
in Europe’s big freeze 


LONDON (AP) - Freezing 
weather in Europe has claimed 
more than 200 livra from Spain to 
the Soviet Union and shows little 
sign of easing, md is reported to 
have caused power cuts in three 
Eastern Bloc countries. 

The British Broadcasting Chip, 
said Friday there had been power 
aits in Hungary, Poland and East 
Germany, where it said the army 
was helping to maintain coal 
supplies to power stations. 

In Czechoslovakia, ice has 
closed die River Danube to: all 
navigation while in West 
Germany army engineers used 
explosives Thursday to blow up 
ice flows in the River Elbe near 
Hamburg. The ice flows had been 
blocking the flow of water in the 
river, causing it to rise and 
threaten the homes of 15,000 
people in the area. 

In France, troops blasted 
channels through ice on the Loire 
River to let cooling water reach 
nuclear power stations at Chinon 
and Sl Laurent Des Eaux, 280 
kilometres south west of Paris. 

Snow emergencies were 
declared in a region of southern 
France, around Marseilles, and in 
part of northern Italy. 

La Britain, temperatures in 
P® 1- !* of the north edged below 
freezing for the first time since 
Sunday. But in the east and the 
south east, the worst-hit areas, the . 
bitter cold continued, 
accompanied by strong winds 
which caused snowdrifts, and 
travel by road and rail often 
proved impossible. 

Associated Press bureaus 
around Europe reported 212 
confirmed weather-related deaths 
by early Friday. 

The executive commission of 
the 12-nation European 
Community raid Thursday it 
had allotted $2.75 mSfion to hep 
those at greatest risk from the 
bitter cold — the old. poor and 
homeless. The cash will go to 


voluntary organisations running 
emergency aid programmes. 

In Paris, subway stations have 
been opened at night as 
emergency shelters for the 
estimated 15,000 homeless. 

But in Britain, Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher's 
Conservative government on 
Thursday ruled against opening 
London subway stations as 
shelters for the city's homeless 
population, estimated at between 
25,000 and 400)00. 

Hundreds of homeless who 
nightly sleep huddled in 
cardboard boxes on the sidewalk 
under railroad arches near 
London’s embankment subway 
station were there again Thursday 
night in sub-freezing weather. 

London newspapers on Friday 
printed pictures of homeless 
people, young and old, spending 
nie night sitting or lying' on-. the 
pews in St. James’ Church. 

In the county of Kent in south 
east England, troops on Thursday 
rescued 150 passengers trapped in 
a snowbound tram. In the north, a 
asm survived 39 hours trapped in 
a ins car under snowdrift. 

Mrs. Thatcher rejected a 
legislator’s call for Kent to be 
declared an emergency area but 
said she would see whether more 
could be done to get food and 
other supplies to isolated 
communities. * 

La West Germany, barges were 
ripped from their moorings ', near 
Bremen by pack ice and one hit a 
navy training vessel 

Meanwhile ten workers were 1 
killed and 47 others injured when 
the roof of a hall at a factory in 
north western Romania caved in 
under the weight of heavy show, 
the Communist Party „ daily 
Scinteia reported' Friday. 

An official communique said 
rains also contributed to the 
“grave accident" Thursday at the 
mining equipment factory in Satu 
Mare. 


Shuttle commander: 1988 
launch must be successful 

JOHNSON SPACE 1 CENTRE seais °° *be booster rock* 
(R) —The commander of the first that caa withstand Jo 
crew U5. astronauts set to return temperatures and seal the rocki 
to space since the Challeng er joints more securely, 
disaster has said that a serious “We may have trouble malrh 
mishap with the next shuttle that schedule. It’s going to be ve 
mission would end the U.S. difficult," Hauck said, 
manned space flight programme. The manned mission would I 
“The manned space the first since the shutt 
programme depends heavily on' Challenger exploded in a ball i 
our upcoming success," Astronaut fire 73 seconds after liftoff, kilfii 
Rick Hauck told reporters at the all seven astronauts aboard.' . 
first news conference held since a federal investigatio 
tiie five-man crew was announced, deter min ed that the fatal Jan. 2 
“If we have another accident, if s 1986, explosion was caused t 


over. 

Hauck, 45, a veteran of two 
previous shuttle missions, was 
chosen to command the shuttle 
Discovery on its scheduled launch 
date of Feb. 18, 1988. 

Hauck and the other astronauts 
assigned to the discovery flight 
described the Feb. 18 date as 
“optimistic.” 

If necessary it would be delayed 
to complete engineering 
modifications to ensure the crew’s 
safety, they said. 

Engineers with Morton-; 
Thiokol, the manufacturer of the 
solid rocket booster, are designing 
and testing new rocket O-ring 


seals on the solid booster rocket 
that can withstand low 
temperatures and seal the rocket 
joints more securely. 

“We may have trouble malting 
that schedule. It’s going to be very 
difficult," Hauck said. 

The manned mission would be 
the -first since the shuttle 
Challenger exploded in a ball of 
fire 73 seconds after liftoff, kMng 
all seven astronauts aboard: ■ 1 

A federal investigation 
determined that the fatal Jan. 28, 
1986, explosion was caused fay 
gases escaping from a faulty 
O-ring seal. 

The main mission of the 
planned four-day Discovery flight 
wfl] be to deploy a NASA satellite 
needed to help NASA technicians 
on earth track future shuttle 
flights. 

Discovery pilot Richard Covey, 
40, who flew on die shuttle two- 
years ago, said be believed the' 
next mission would be die safest 
ever. 

“Ithink this isa positive turning 
point in die manned space flight 
programme. I think we’re going to 
do business much better in die 
future" Covey said. 


NEW DELHI (R) - Indian 
commandos . posing as Sikh 
extremists Friday staged a mock 
hijack of a chartered domestic 
airliner with nearly 100 
passengers to test security, 
triggering nationwide confusion 
and fears a real hijack was 
underway j government officials 
said. 

Hours after a senior 
government spokesman insisted 
that the commandeering of an 
Indian Airlines Boeing 737 was a 
security exercise some airline staff 
believed a real hijack was in 
progress. 

An Aviation Ministry 
spokesman said the passengers 
were not genuine- travellers but 
-security -person el and civil - 
servants. 

An Indian Airlines spokesman 
said he did not have a passenger 
manifest. 

Airports and police all over the 
country went on alert after reports 
that four men armed with 
sub-machine guns and hand 
grenades had hijacked the plane 
after it took off from the western 
cityof Udaipur. , 

The airliner, which one official 
said had been chartered by the 
Indian govern meat, left from New 


Delhi at 6.20 mm. (0050 GMT) 
for Bombay via Uda&jur and 
Ahmedabad. ■- 

The hijackers diverted it to 
Aurangabad, north of Bombay, 
where it landed safely. 

Government spokesman Ram 
.Mohan. Rao told Reuters the 
hijack mg was an exercise “to find 
out the effectiveness of the 
security system." and test the 
reflexes of anti-hijack squads. 

News agencies reported the 
plane parked at the rad of the 
runway at Aurangabad Airport 
which was dosed. Reporters were 
not allowed near it. 

In a separate development 
Indian President Zail Singh has 
taken the unprecedented step of 
withholding his assent to a 
government bill which would 
allow authorities to open private 

mail- 

A government spokesman said 
Mr- Smgh, whose five-year term 
rads this year, returned foe Indian 
Postal Act (amendment) bill 
without signing it. 

Newspapers said Mr. Singh, 72, 
afoed the government to review 
and modify the bill which 
opposition parties have 
denounced as a draconian 
measure. 


Ten killed in mid-air 
collision over Utah 


SALT LAKE CHY, Utah (R) - 
A commuter plane and a small 
private aircraft collided over Salt 
Lake City, killing all 10 occupants 
and showering debris on houses,, 
police said. 

An 18-seat Skywest commuter 
plane was approaching Salt Lake 
Oty International Airport with six 
passengers and a crew of two on 
board when the collision occurred 
at 2500 metres, airline officials 
said Thursday. 

Two people on a private plane, 
said by Federal Aviation 
Adminis tration (FAA) officials to 


have been practising landings ata 
private airport on the opposite 
side of foe city, were also killed in 
foe collision, police said. 

A wing cradled through a 
ceiling erf one of the three houses 
damaged in the Salt Lake City 
suburb of Kearns, 16 kilometres 
south of foe city centre, and a fuel 
tank embedded itself in a roof. 

But no one cm the ground was 
injured, fire marshal Frank Brown 
sard. 

Bodies still strapped to aircraft 
seats were found in snowdrifts in a 
field. 


Crash victims survive 
for 22 hours in Alaska 


ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) — 
Six people injured in the crash of a 
small pi me survived a night of 
sub-zero cold on a snowy 
mountain pass by huddling in the. 
wreckage and burning aviation 
fuel but a baby who had been 
aboard died. The three men and 
three women were rescued 
Thursday morning, 22 hours after 
the single-engine Cessna on a 
'320-kilometre charter flight from 
Anchorage to Nondalton went 
down in blinding snow and clouds 
about 100 kilometres west of 
Anchorage. 

“We laid blankets over 


everybody so we could keep them 
warm so they wouldn’t start 
getting hypothermia. People were 
m. a lot of pain. They were 
screaming," passenger John 
Kuczmandri, 22, said Thursday. 

Pilot Fred Simms of Anchorage 
started a fire with fuel. The plants ■ 
wings, tail and nose had been 
shorn off, but the fuselage 
shielded them from the wind, 
Kuczmaiski said. 

Two women in the rear of the 
plane couldn’t join the others 
because their feet were caught in 
the seats, Kuczmarski said. They 
huddled under a sleeping bag. 


Filipino army shells rebels 


COTABATO, Phillippines (R) — 
Army gunners unlearned artillery 
fire against Muslim rebel positions 
under cover of H a rlnrw CT early 
Friday as foe worst outbreak cif 
Muslim-related violence in a. 
decade killed 30 and wounded 57,* 
foe army said. 

In Manila, presidential adviser 
AquHino Pimentel announced 
President Corazon Aquino would 
push through with her planned 
weekend visit to Cotabato and five 
other cities in troubled Mindanao 
Island. 

. He was expected to fly later 
Friday to Mindanao with the- 
■president’s sister-in-law, 
Margarita Cojnangco, in hopes of 
talking with rebel leaders. 

Armed Forces Chief Gen. Fidel 
Ramos told reporters after 


meeting Mis. Aquino that “foe 
'will be taking some risks in 
proceeding to Cotabato ... but the 
nuhtaiy can take appropriate 
action" to keep her safe. 

Mis. Aquino met Gen. Ramos 
and other advisers hours after 
army troops broke up rebel 
concentrations with a barrage that' 
sent 105-mm shells crashing 
through the darkness into Muslim 
positions outside Cotabato oty. 

Soldiers meanwhile foiled a bid 
fay 300 guerrillas to blow up 
Mindanao State University and 
other government buildings in 
Marawi city at dawn. 

An army concentration of 750 
" soldiers, two tanks and seven 
armoured cars frightened away 
the guerrillas, who were 
surrounding foe university. 




